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TN  the  following  pages  are  collect- 
ed together  feveral  hiftories  of 
the  dreadful  cruelties  ^pcercifed  by 
the  Indians  on  performs  fo  unfortu- 
nate as  to  fall  into  their  hands.  All 
the  inflances  are  authenticated  in 
the  molt  fatisfa&ory  manner;  fome 
by  depofition,  and  others  by  the  in- 
formation of  perfons  of  unexception- 
able   credibility. 
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FREDERIC  Manheim,  an  induftrious  German,  witfi 
his  family,  confiding  of  his  wife,  Catharine,  a 
daughter  of  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  Maria  and 
Chriftina,  his  youngeft  children  (twins,)  about  fixteen,- 
refided  near  the  river  Mohawk,  eight  miles  weft  of 
Johnfton.  On  the  19th  of  October,  1779,  the  father 
being  at  work  at  fpme  diftance  from  his  habitation, 
and  the  mother  and  eldeft  daughter  on  a  vifit  at  a 
neighbours,  two  hoftile  Canafadaga  Indians  rufhed  in, 
and  captured  the  twin  fitters. 

The  party  to  which  thefe  favages  belonged,  confifted 
of  fifty  warriors,  who,  after  fecuring  twenty-three  of 
the  inhabitants  of  that  neighbourhood,  (among  whom 
was  the  unfortunate  Frederic  Manheim,)  and  firing 
their  houfes,  retired  for  four  days  with  the  ufmoft 
precipitancy,  till  they  were  quite  fafe  from  purfuif- 
The  place  where  they  halted  on  the  evening  of  th« 
day  of  reft,  Was  a  thick  pine  fwamp,  which  rendered 
thedarknefs  of  an  uncommonly  gloomy  night,  Hill  mor* 
dreadful.  The  Indians  kindled  a  fire,  which  they  had 
not  done  before,  and  ordered  their  prifoners,  whom 
they  kept  together,  to  refrem  themfelves  With  fuch 
provifions  as  they  had.  The  Indians  ate  by  them- 
felves.  Inftead  of  retiring  to  reft  after  fupping,  the  ap- 
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palled  captives  obferved  their  enemies  bufied  in  ope- 
rations which  boded  nothing  good.  Two  faplings  were 
pruned  clear  of  branches  up  to  the  very  top,  and  all 
the  brufh  cleared  away  for  feveral  rods  around  them. 
.While  this  was  doing,  others  were  fplitting  pitch  pine 
billets  into  fmall  fplinters  about  five  inches  in  length, 
and  as  fmall  as  one's  little  finger,  fharpening  one  end* 
and  dipping  the  other  in  melted  turpentine. 

At  length,  with  countenances  diftorted  by  infernal 
fury,  and  with  hideous  yells,  the  two  favages  who 
had  captured  the  haplefs  Maria  and  Chriftina,  leaped 
into  the  midft  of  their  circle,  and  dragged  thofe  ill- 
fated  maidens,  fhrieking,  from  the  embraces  of  their 
.companions.  Thefe  warriors  had  difagreed  about  whofe 
property  the  girls  mould  be,  as  they  had  jointly  feized 
them  ;  and,  to  terminate  the  difpute,  agreeably  to 
the  abominable  ufage  of  the  favages,  it  was  determined 
by  the  chiefs  of  the  party,  that  the  prif&ners,  *!vho 
gave  rife  to  the  contention,  mould  be  deilroyed ;  and 
that  their  captors  mould  be  the  principal  agents  in  the 
execrable  bufinefs.  Thefe  furies  affifled  by  their  com- 
rades, ftripped  the  forlorn  girls,  already  convulfed 
with  apprehenfions,  and  tied  each  to  a  fapling,  with 
their  hands  as  high  extended  above  their  heads  as  pof- 
fible  ;  and  then  pitched  them  from  their  knees  to  their 
moulders,  with  upwards  of  iix  hundred  of  the  fharp- 
ened  fplinters  above  defcribed,  which,  at  every  punc- 
ture, were  attended  with  fcreams  of  diftrefs,  that 
echoed  and  re-echoed  through  the  wildernefs.  And 
then  to  complete  the  infernal  tragedy,  the  fplinters,  all 
ftanding  erect  on  the  bleeding  victims,  were  every  one 
fet  on  fire,  and  exhibited  a  fcene  of  monflrous  mifery, 
beyond  the  power  of  fpeech  to  defcribe,  or  even  tjj^ 
imagination  to  conceive.  It  was  not  until  near  three  hours, 
had  elapfed  from  the  commencement  of  their  torments,  * 
and  that  they  had  loft  almoft  every  refemblance  of  the 
human  form,  that  thefe  helplefs  virgins  funk  down  in 
the  arms  of  their  deliverer,  Death. 
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Sufferings  of  the  rev.  John  Corbly  and  family  from  the 
Indians.  Related  in  a  letter  to  the  rev.  William  Rogers, 
latepaftor  of  the  Baptijl  church  in  Philadelphia. 

Muddy  creek,  Waftiington  county,  July  8,  1785. 
Dear  Sir, 

THE  following  is  a  juft  and  true  account  of  the 
tragical  fcene,  of  my  family's  falling  by  the  fa- 
vages,  which  I  related  when  at  your  houfe  in  Philadel- 
phia, and  you  requefted  me  to  forward  in  writing.  On 
the  fecond  fabbath  in  May,  in  the  year  1782,  being 
my  appointment  at  one  of  my  meeting  houfes,  about 
a  mile  from  my  dwelling  houfe,  I  fet  out  with  my 
dear  wire  and  five  children,  for  public  worfhip.  Not 
fufpecfting  any  danger,  I  walked  behind  200  yards, 
with  my  bible  in  my  hand,  meditating — as  I  was  thus 
employed,  all  on  a  fudden,  I  was  greatly  alarmed  with 
the  frightful  fhrieks  of  my  dear  family  before  me — I 
immediately  ran  with  all  the  fpeed  I  could,  vainly 
hunting  a  club  as  I  ran,  till  T  got  within  40  yards  of 
them :  my  poor  wife  feeing  me,  cried  to  me  to  make 
my  efcape— an  Indian  ran  up  to  moot  me.  I  had  to 
ftrip,  and  by  fo  doing  out-ran  him.  My  wife  had  a 
fucking  child  in  her  arms :  this  little  infant  they  killed, 
and  fcalped.  They  then  ftruck  my  wife  at  fundry  times, 
but  not  getting  her  down,  the  Indian,  who  aimed  to 
fhoot  me,  ran  to  her,  fhot  her  through  the  body,  and 
fcalped  her:  my  little  boy,  an  only  fon,  about  fix 
years  old,  they  funk  the  hatchet  into  his  brains,  and 
thus  difpatched  him.  A  daughter,  befides  the  infant, 
they  alio  killed  and  fcalped.  My  eldeft  daughter,  who 
is  yet  alive,  was  hid  in  a  tree,  about  20  yards'  from 
the  place  where  the  reft  were  killed,  and  faw  the 
whole  proceedings.  She  feeing  the  Indians  all  go  off) 
as  (he  thought,  got  up,  and  deliberately  crept  out  from 
the  hollow  trunk ;  but  one  of  them  efpying  her,  ran 
haftily  up,  knocked  her  down,  and  fcalped  her — alio 
her  only  furviving  filler,  on  whole  head  they  did  no? 
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leave  more  than  one  inch  round,  either  of  flefh  or  (kin, 
befides  taking  a  piece  out  of  her  fkull.  She,  and  the 
before-mentioned  one,  are  ftill  miraculoufly  preferved, 
though,  as  you  muft  think,  I  have  had,  and  ftill  have, 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  expenfe  with  them,  befides 
anxiety  about  them,  infomuch  that  I  am,  as  to  worldly 
circumftances,  almoft  ruined.  I  am  yet  in  hopes  of 
feeing  them  cured ;  they  (till,  blefled  be  God,  retain 
their  fenfes,  notwithstanding  the  painful  operations 
they  have  already  and  muft  yet  pafs  through.  At  the 
time  I  ran  round  to  fee  what  was  become  of  my  family, 
and  found  my  dear  and  affectionate  wife,  with  five 
children,  all  fcalped  in  lefs  than  ten  minutes,  from  the 
firft  outfet — no  one,  my  dear  brother,  can  conceive 
how  I  felt^ — this,  you  may  well  fuppofe,  was  killing  to 
me.  I  inftantly  fainted  away,  and  was  borne  off  by  a 
friend,  who  by  this  time  had  found  us  out*— When  I 
recovered,  oh  the  anguifli  of  my  foul  !^— I  cried—* 
would  to  God  I  had  died  for  them,  would  to  God  I 
had  died  with  them.  Q  how  dark  and  myfterious  did 
this  trying  providence  then  appear  to  me  !  but«-^ 

if  Why  mould  I  grieve***when  grieving,  I  muft 
"  bear  >• 

This,  dear  fir,  is  a  faithful,  though  ftiort  narrative 
of  that  fatal  cataftrophe^-and  my  life  amidft  it  all,  for 
what  purpofe,  Jehovah  only  knows,  redeemed  from 
furrounding  death— Oh,  may  I  fpend  it  to  the  praife 
and  glory  of  his  grace,  who  worketh  all  things  after 
the  council  of  his  own  will.  The  government  of  the 
world  and  of  the  church,  is  in  his  hands.^-May  it  be 
taught  the  important  leffon  of  acquiefcing  in  all  his  dif- 
penfations.  I  conclude  with  wilhing  you  every  blefling, 
*nd  fubfcribe  myfelf, 

Your   affectionate,   though 
afflicted  friend,  and  un- 
worthy brother  in  the 
gofpel  miniftry. 
JOHN  CQRBIX 
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Remarkable  encounter  of  a  white  mart  with  two  Indians. 
In  a  letter  to  a  gentleman  of  Philadelphia. 

Weftmoreland,  April  26,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 
I*  WROTE  you  a  note  a  few  days  ago,  in  which  I 
J    promifed  you  the  particulars  of  an  affair  between  a 
white  man  of  this  county,    and  two  Indians :    now  I 
mean  to  relate  the  whole  ltory,  and  it  is  as  follows : 

The  white  man  is  upwards  of  fixty  years  of  age; 
his  name  is  David  Morgan,  a  -kinfman  to  col.  Morgan, 
of  the  rifle  battalion.  This  man  had,  through  fear  of 
the  Indians,  fled  to  a  fort  about  twenty  miles  above 
fhe  province  line,  and  near  the  eaft  fide  of  Mononga- 
hela  river.  From  theace  he  fent  fome  of  his  younger 
children  to  his  plantation,  which  was  about  a  mile 
diftant,  there  to  do  fome  bufinefs  in  the  field.  He  af- 
terwards thought  fit  to  follow,  and  fee  how  they  fared. 
Getting  to  his  field,  and  feating  himfelf  upon  the  fence, 
within  view  of  his  children,  where  they  were  at  work, 
he  efpied  two  Indians  making  towards  them ;  on  which 
he  called  to  his  children  to  make  their  efcape.  The 
Indians  immediately  bent  their  courfe  towards  him. 
He  made  the  beft  hafte  to  efcape  away,  that  his  age 
and  confequent  infirmity  would  permit ;  but  foon 
found  he  would  be  overtaken,  which  made  him  think 
of  defence.  Being  armed  with  a  good  rifle,  he  faced 
about,  and  found  himfelf  under  the  neceflity  of  run- 
ning four  or  five  perches  towards  the  Indians,  in  order 
to  obtain  fhelter  behind  a  tree  of  fufiicient  fize. 

This  unexpected  manoeuvre  obliged  the  Indians, 
who  were  clofe  by,  to  flop,  where  they  had  but  fmall 
timber  to  (belter  behind,  which  gave  mr.  Morgan  an  op- 
portunity of  (hooting  one  of  them  dead  upon  the  fpot. 
The  other,  taking  the  advantage  of  Morgan's  empty 
gun,  advanced  upon  him,  and  put  him  to  flight  a  fe- 
cond  time,  and  being  lighter  of  foot  than  the  old  man, 
fgon  came  up  within  a  few  paces,  when  he  fired  at 
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him,  but  fortunately  miffed  him.  On  this  mr.  Morgan 
faced  about  again,  to  try  his  fortune,  and  clubbed  his 
firelock.  The  Indian,  by  this  time,  had  got  his  toma- 
hawk in  order  for  a  throw,  at  which  they  are  very 
dextrous.  Morgan  made  the  blow,  and  the  Indian  the 
throw,  almoft  at  the  fame  inftant,  by  which  the  little 
finger  was  cut  off  Morgan's  left  hand,  and  the  one  next 
to  it  almoft  off,  and  his  gun  broke  off  by  the  lock. 
Now  they  came  to  clofe  grips.  Morgan  put  the  Indian 
down  ;  but  foon  found  himfelf  overturned,  and  the  In- 
dian upon  him,  feeling  for  his  knife,  and  yelling  mofl 
hideoufly,  as  their  manner  is,  when  they  look  upon 
victory  to  be  certain.  However,  a  woman's  apron, 
which  the  Indian  had  plundered  out  of  a  houfe  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  tied  on  him,  above  his  knife, 
Was  now  in  his  way,  and  fo  hindered  him  getting  at  it 
quickly,  that  Morgan  got  one  of  his  ringers  faff  in  his 
mo'uh,  and  deprived  him  of  the  ufeofthat  hand,  by 
holding  it,  and  difconcerted  him  confiderably  by  chew- 
ing it ;  all  the  while  obferving  how  he  would  come  on 
with  his  knife.  At  length  the  Indian  had  got  hold  of 
his  knife,  but  fo  far  towards  the  blade,  that  Morgan 
got  a  fmall  hold  of  the  hinder  end ;  and  as  the  Indian 
pulled  it  out  of  the  fcabbard,  Morgan  giving  his  finger 
a  fevere  fcrew  with  his  teeth,  twitched  it  out  through 
his  hand,  cutting  it  raoft  grievoufly.  By  this  time  they 
were  both  got  partly  on  their  feet,  and  the  Indian  was 
endeavouring  to  difengage  himfelf;  but  Morgan  held 
faft  by  the  finger,  and  quickly  applied  the  point  of  the 
knife  to  the  fide  of  its  favage  owner  ;  a  bone  happening 
in  the  way  prevented  its  penetrating  any  great  depth,  but 
a  fecond  blow  directed  more  towards  the  belly,  found 
free  pafTage  into  his  bowels.  The  old  man  turned  the 
point  upwards,  made  a  large  wound,  burying  the  knife 
therein,  and  fo  took  his  departure  inftantly  to  the  fort, 
with  the  news  of  his  adventure. 
'  On  the  report  of  mr.  Morgan,  a  party  went  out 
from  the  fort,  and  found  the  firfl  Indian  where  he  h$d 
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fallen ;  the  fecond  they  found  not  yet  dead,  at  onft 
hundred  yards  diitance  from  the  fcene  of  action,  hid  in 
the  top  of  a  fallen  tree,  where  he  had  picked  the  knife 
out  of  his  body,  after  which  had  come  out  parched 
corn,  &c.  and  had  bound  up  his  wound  with  the  apron 
aforementioned ;  and  on  firft  fight  he  faluted  them 
with,  How  do  do,  broder,  how  do  do,  broder  ?  but 
alas !  poor  favage,  their  brotherhood  to  him  ex- 
tended only  to  tomahawking,  fcaiping,  and,  to  gratify 
fome  peculiar  feelings  of  their  own,  fkinning  them 
both ;  and  they  have  made  drum  heads  of  their  fkins. 

Signal prowefs  of 'a 'woman,  in  a  combat  with  fome  Indians* 
In  a  letter  to  a  lady  of  this  city. 

Weftmoreland,  April  26,  1779. 
Madam, 

I  HAVE  wrote  to  mr.  — • ■  of  your  city,  an  ac- 
count of  a  very  particular  affair  between  a  white 
man  and  two  Indians.  I  am  now  to  give  you  a  relation 
in  which  you  will  fee  how  a  perfon  of  your  fex  acquit- 
ted herfelf  in  defence  of  her  own  life,  and  that  of  her 
hufband  and  children. 

The  lady,  who  is  the  burthen  of  this  ftory,  is  named 
Experience  Bozarth.  She  lives  on  a  creek  called  Dun- 
kard-creek,  in  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  this  county. 
About  the  middle  of  March  laft,  two  or  three  families 
who  were  afraid  to  ftay  at  home,  gathered  to  her  houfe, 
and  there  flayed ;  looking  on  themfelves  to  be  fafer 
than  when  all  fcattered  about  at  their  own  houfes. 

On  a  certain  day  fome  of  the  children  thus  collected, 
came  running  in  from  play  in  great  hafle,  faying,  there 
were  ugly  red  men.'  One  of  the  men  in  the  houfe  flep- 
ped  to  the  door,  where  he  received  a  ball  in  the  fide  of 
his  breaft,  which  caufed  him  to  fall  back  into  the  houfe. 
The  Indian  was  immediately  in  over  him,  and  engaged 
with  another  man  who  was  in  the  houfe.  The  man 
toiled  the  Indian  on  a  bed,  and  called  for  a  knife  to 
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kill  him.  (Obferve  thefe  were  all  ttic  men  that  were  id 
the  houfe.)  Now  mrs.  Bozarth  appears  the  only  deJ 
fence,  who  not  finding  a  knife  at  hand,  took  up  an  axd 
that  lay  by,  and  with  one  blow  cut  out  the  brains  of 
the  Indian.  At  that  inftant,  (for  all  was  inftantaneous) 
a  fecond  Indian  entered  the  door,  and  foot  the  man 
dead,  who  was  engaged  with  the  Indian  on  the  bed. 
Mrs.  Bozarth  turned  to  this  fecond  Indian,  and  with 
her  axe  gave  him  feveral  large  cuts,  fome  of  which  let 
his  entrails  appear.  He  bawled  out,  murder,  murder. 
On  this,  fundry  other  Indians  (who  had  hitherto  been 
fully  employed,  killing  fome  children  out  of  doors) 
came  ruining  to  his  relief;  one  of  whofe  heads  mrs- 
Bozarth  clove  in  two  with  her  axe,  as  he  (tuck  it  in  at 
the  door,  which  laid  him  flat  upon  the  foil.  Another 
fnatched  hold  of  the  wounded  bellowing  fellow,  and 
pulled  him  out  of  doors,  and  mrs.  Bozarth,  with  the 
afliftance  of  the  man  wlio  was  firfl  (hot  in  the  door, 
and  by  this  time  a  little  recovered,  fhut  the  door  after 
them,  and  made  it  faft,  where  they  kept  garrifon 
for  feveral  days,  the  dead  white  man  and  dead  Indian 
both  in  the  houfe  with  them,  and  the  Indians  about 
the  houfe  befieging  them.  At  length  they  were  relieved 
by  a  party  fent  for  that  pUrpofe. 

This  whole  affair,  to  (hutting  the  door,  was  not 
perhaps  more  than  three  minutes  in  acting. 

1  am,  &e< 

Narrative  of  the  adventures  of  cdptj  Ifaac  Stewart ;  taken 
from  his  own  mouthy  in  March t  1782* 

T  WAS  taken  prifoner  about  $e  miles  to  the  weft- 
JL  ward  of  Fort  Pitt,  about  18  years  ago,  by  the  In- 
dians, and  was  carried  by  them  to  the  Wabafh,  witn 
many  more  white  men,  who  Were  executed  with  cir- 
cumftances  of  horrid  barbarity ;  it  Was  my  good  forj 
tune  to  call  forth  the  fympathy  of  Rofe,  called  the 
good  woman  of  the  town,  who  was  permitted  to  re* 
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deem  from  the  flameV,  by  giving,  as  my  ranforri,  a 
horfe. 

After  remaining  two  years  in  bondage  arnongft  the 
Indians,  a  Spaniard  came  to  the  nation,  having  been 
fent  from  Mexico  on  difcoveries.  He  made  application 
to  the  chiefs,  for  redeeming  me  and  another  white 
man  in  the  like  fituation,  a  native  of  Wales,  named 
John  Davey  ;  which  they  complied  with,  and  we  took 
our  departure  in  company  with  the  Spaniard,  and  tra- 
velled to  the  weft  ward,  croffing  the  Miffiffippi  near  la 
riviere  Rouge,  or  Red  River,  up  which  We  travelled 
700  miles,  when  we  came  to  a  nation  of  Indians  re- 
markably white,  and  whofe  hair  was  of  a  reddifti  co- 
lour, at  leaft  moftly  fo ;  they  lived  on  the  banks  of  a 
fmall  river  that  empties  itfelf  into  the  Red  River,  which 
is  called  the  River  Poft.  In  the  morning  of  the  day 
after  our  arrival  arnongft  thefe  Indians,  the  Weichman 
informed  me,  that  he  was  determined  to  remain  with 
them,  giving  as  a  reafon  that  he  underftood  their  lan- 
guage, it  being  very  little  different  from  the  Welch. 
My  curiofity  was  excited  very  much  by  this  informati- 
on, and  I  went  with  my  companion  to  the  chief  men 
of  the  town,  who  informed  him  (in  a  language  I  had 
no  knowledge  of,  and  which  had  no  affinity  to  that  of 
anv  other  Indian  tongue  I  ever  heard)  that  their  fore- 
fathers of  this  nation  came  from  a  foreign  country,  and 
landed  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Miffiffippi",  Me  fcribing 
particularly  the  country  now  called  Weft-Florida,  and 
that  on  the  Spaniards  taking  pofleffion  of  Mexico,  they 
fled  to  their  then  abode ;  and  as  a  proof  of  the  truth  of. 
what  he  advanced,  he  brought  forth  rolls  of  parchment, 
which  were  carefully  tied  up  in  otter  fkins,  on  which 
Were  large  characters,  written  with  b.ke  ink  ;  the  cha- 
racters I  did  not  underftand,  and  the  Weichman  being 
unacquainted  with  letters,  even  of  his  own  language,  I 
was  not  able  to  know  the  meaning  of  the  writing.  They 
are  a  bold,  hardy,  intrepid  people,  very  warlike,  and  the 
women  beautiful,  when  compared  with  other  Indians. 
C 
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We  left  this  nation,  after  beirig  kindly  treated  and 
requefled  to  remain  amongft  them,  being  only  two  in 
number,  the  Spaniard  and  my  felt,  and  we  continued 
our  courfe  up  the  waters  of  the  Red  River,  till  we 
came  to  a  nation  of  Indians,  called  Windots,  that  never 
had  feen  a  white  man  before,  and  who  were  unac- 
quainted with  the  ufe  of  fire  arms.  On  our  way,  we 
came  to  a  tranfparent  ftream,  which,  to  our  great  fur- 
prize,  we  found  to.defcend  into  the  earth,  and,  at  the 
foot  of  a  ridge  of  mountains,  difappeared ;  it  was  re- 
markably clear,  and,  near  to  it,  we  found  the  bones 
of  two  animals,  of  fuch  a  fize  that  a  man  might  walk 
under  the  ribs,  and  the  teeth  were  very  heavy.     - 

The  nation  of  Ihdians  who  had  never  feen  a  white 
man,  lived  near  the  fource  of  the  Red  River,  and  there 
the  Spaniard  difcovered,  to  his  great  joy,  gold  duft  in 
the  brooks  and  rivulets  ;  and  being ;  informed  by  the 
Indians,  that  a  nation  lived  farther  weft,  who  were 
very  rich,  and  whofe  arrows  were  pointed  with  ^old, 
we  fet  out  in  the  hope  of  reaching  their  country,  and 
travelled  about  five  hundred  miles,  till  we  came  to  a 
ridge  of  mountains,  which  we  crofied,  and  from  which 
the  ftrearns  run  due  weft,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains, the  Spaniard  gave  proofs  of  joy  and  great  fatisfac- 
tion,  having  found  gold  in  great  abundance.  I  was  not 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  ore,  but  I  lifted  up 
what  he  called  gold  duft  from  the  bottom  of  the  little 
rivulets  ifluing  from  the  cavities  of  the  rocks,  and  it 
had  a  yellow  caft,  and  was  remarkably  heavy  :  but  fo 
much  was  the  Spaniard  fatisfled,  he  relinquifhed  his 
plan  of  profecuting  his  journey,  being  perfectly  con- 
vinced that  he  had  found  a  country  full  of  gold. 

On  our  return  he  took  a  different  route,  and,  when 
we  reached  the  Miffiffipi,  we  went  in  a  canoe  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Miifouri,  where  we  found  a  Spanifh  poft  ; 
there  I  was  difcharged  by  the  Spaniard,  went  to  the 
country  of  the  Chickefaws,  from  thence  to  the  Che- 
rokees,  and  foon  reached  Ninety-fix,  in  South  Carolina. 
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Account  of  the  fufferings  of  Maffy  Herbefon,  and  her  family, 
who  were  taken  prij oners  by  a  party  of  Indians.  Given 
on  oath  before  John  fVilkins,  efq.  one  of  the  jujlices  of 
the  peace  for  the  commonwealth  of  Pennfylvama. 

Pittfburgh,  May  28,   1792. 

MASSY  HERBESON,  on  her  oath,  according  to 
law,  being  taken  before  John  Wilkins,  efq. 
one  of  the  commonwealth's  juftices  of  the  peace  in  and 
for  the  county  of  Alleghany,  depofeth  and  faith,  that 
on  the  22d  d^y  of  this  inftant,  me  was  taken  from  her 
own  houfe  within  two  hundred  yards  of  Reed's  block 
houfe,  which  is  called  twenty-live  miles  from  Pittf- 
burgh ;  her  hulband  being  one  of  the  fpies,  was  from 
home;  two  of  the  fcouts  had  lodged  with  her  that 
night,  but  had  left  her  houfe  about  funrife,  in  order 
to  go  to  the  block  houfe,  and  had  left  the  door  fland^ 
ing  wide  open.  Shortly  after  the  two  fcouts  went  away, 
a  number  of  Indians  came  into  the  houfe,  and  drew 
her  out  of  bed  by  the  feet,  the  two  eldeft  children, 
who  alfo  lay  in  another  bed,  were  drawn  cut  in  the 
fame  manner,  a  younger  child,  about  one  year  old, 
flept  with  the  deponent.  The  Indians  then  fcrambled 
about  the  articles  in  the  houfe;  when  they  were  at  this 
work,  the  deponent  went  out  of  the  houfe,  and  hol- 
lowed to  the  people  in  the  block  houfe ;  one  of  the 
Indians  then  ran  up  and  flopped  her  mouth,  another 
ran  up  with  his  tomahawk  drawn,  and  a  third  ran  and 
feized  the  tomahawk  and  called  her  his  fquaw ;  this 
laft  Indian  claimed  her  as  his,  and  continued  by  her ; 
about  fifteen  of  the  Indians  then  ran  down  towards  the 
block  houfe,  and  fired  their  guns  at  the  block  and  ftore 
houfe,  in  confequence  of  which  one  foldier  was  killed, 
and  another  wounded,  one  having  been  at  the  fpring,, 
and  the  other  in  coming  or  looking  out  of  the  ftore 
houfe.  This  deponent  then  told  the  Indians  there 
were  about  forty  men  in  the  block  houfe,  and  each 
man  had  two  guns,  the  Indians  then  went  to  them  tfo*e 
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were  firing  at  the  block  houfe,  and  brought  them  back. 
They  then  began  to  drive  the  deponent  and  her  chil- 
dren away;  but  a  boy,  about  three  years  old,  being 
unwilling  to  leave  the  houfe,  they  took  it  by  the  heels, 
and  dallied  it  againft  the  houfe;  then  ftabbed  and 
fcalped  it.  They  then  took  the  deponent  and  the  two 
other  children,  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  where  they  flop- 
ped until  they  tied  up  the  plunder  they  had  got. 
"While  they  were  bufy  about  this,  the  deponent  count- 
ed them,  and  the  number  amounted  to  thirty-two,  in- 
cluding two  white  men,  that  were  with  them,  painted 
like  the  Indians. 

That  feveral  of  the  Indians  could  fpeak  Engliih,  and 
that  (he  knew  three  or  four  of  them  very  well,  having 
often  feen  them  go  up  and  down  the  Alleghany  river, 
two  of  them  fhe  knew  to  be  Seneccas,  and  two  Mun- 
fees,  who  had  got  their  guns  mended  by  her  huflband 
about  two  years  ago.  That  they  fent  two  Indians  with 
her,  and  the  others  took  their  courfe  towards  Puckty. 
That  fhe,  the  children,  and  the  two  Indians  had  not 
gone  above  two  hundred  yards,  when  the  Indians 
caught  two  of  her  uncle's  horfes,  put  her  and  the 
youngefl  child  on  one,  and  one  of  the  Indians  and  the 
other  child  on  the  other.  That  the  two  Indians  then  took 
her  and  the  children  to  the  Alleghany  river,  and  took 
them  over  in  bark  canoes,  as  they  could  not  get  the 
horfes  to  fwim  the  river.  After  they  had  crofled  the 
river,  the  oldeft  child,  a  boy  of  about  five  years  of 
age,  began  to  mourn  for  his  brother :  one  of  the  In- 
dians then  tomahawked  and  fcalped  him.  That  they 
travelled  all  day  very  hard,  and  that  night  arrived  at  a 
large  camp  covered  with  bark,  which,  by  appearance, 
might  hold  fifty  men ;  that  the  camp  appeared  to  have 
been  occupied  fome  time,  it  was  very  much  beaten, 
and  large  beaten  paths  went  out  in  different  directions 
from  it ;  that  night  they  took  her  about  three  hundred 
yards  from  the  camp,  into  a  large  dark  bottom,  bound 
her  arms,  gave  her  fome  bed  clothes,  and  lay  down 
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one  on  each  fide  of  her.  That  the  next  morning  they 
took  her  into  a  thicket  on  the  hill  fide,  and  one  re- 
mained with  her  till  the  middle  of  the  day,  while  the 
other  went  to  watch  the  path,  leaf!  fome  white  people 
mould  follow  them.  They  then  exchanged  places  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  day;  (he  got  a  piece  of  dry 
venifon,  about  the  bulk  of  an  egg,  that  day,  and  a 
piece  about  the  famefize  the  day  they  were  marching; 
that  evening,  (Wednefday  the  23d)  they  moved  her 
to  a  new  place,  and  fecured  her  as  the  night  before: 
during  the  day  of  the  23d,  fhe  made  feveral  attempts 
to  get  the  Indian's  gun  or  tomahawk,  that  was  guard- 
ing her,  and,  could  (he  have  got  either,  (he  would 
have  put  him  to  death.  She  was  nearly  detected  in 
trying  to  get  the  tomahawk  from  his  belt. 

The  next  morning  (Thurfday)  one  of  the  Indians 
went  out  as  on  the  day  before  to  watch  the  path.  The 
other  lay  down  and  fell  afleep.  When  (he  found  he 
was  deeping,  (he  flole  her  (hort  gown,  handkerchief 
and  a  child's  frock,  and  then  made  her  efcape— the  fun 
was  then  about  half  an  hour  high — that  (he  took  her 
courfe  from  the  Alleghany,  in  order  to  deceive  the 
Indians,  as  they  would  naturally  purfue  her  that  way  ; 
that  day  (he  travelled  along  Conequeneffing  creek. 
The  next  day  (he  altered  her  courfe,  and,  as  (he  be- 
lieves, fell  upon  the  waters  of  Pine  creek,  which  emp- 
ties into  the  Alleghany.  Thinking  this  not  her  bed 
courfe,  took  over  fome  dividing  ridges,  fell  in  on  the 
heads  of  Squaw  run,  (he  lay  on  a  dividing  ridge  on 
Friday  night,  and  on  Saturday  came  to  Squaw  run, 
continued  down  the  run  until  an  Indian,  or  fome  other 
perfon  (hot  at  a  deer ;  (he  faw  the  perfon  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  her,  the  deer  runnmg 
and  the  dog  purfuing  it,  which,  from  the  appearance, 
(he  fuppofed  to  be  an  Indian  dog. 

She  then  altered  her  courfe,  but  again  came  to  the 
fame  run,  and  continued  down  it  until  (he  got  fo  tired 
that  (he  was  obliged  to  lie  down,  it  having  rained  on 
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her  all  that  day  and  the  night  before ;  flic  lay  thero 
that  night,  ft  rained  conftantly ;  on  Sunday  morning 
fhe  proceeded  down  the  run  until  fhe  came  to  the  Al- 
leghany river,  and  continued  down  the  river  till  fhe 
came  oppofite  to  Carter's  houfe,  on  the  inhabited  fide, 
where  ihe  made  a  noife,  and  James  Clofier  brought  her 
over  the  river  to  Carter's  houfe. 

This  deponent  further'fays,  that  in  converging  with 
one  of  the  Indians,  that  could  talk  Englilh  very  well, 
which  fhe  fufpecls  to  be  George  Jelloway,  he  afked 
her  if  ihe  knew  the.  prifoner  that  was  taken  by  Jeffers 
and  his  Seneccas,  and  in  gaol  in  Pittfburg  ?  She  an- 
fwered  no — he  faid,  you  lie.  She  again  faid  fhe  knew 
nothing  about  him  ;  he  faid  fhe  did,  that  he  was  a  fpy, 
and  a  great  captain ;  that  he  took  Butler's  fcalp,  and 
that  they  would  have  him  or  twenty  fcalps  ;  he  again 
faid,  that  they  would  exchange  for  him  ;  that  he  and 
two  more  was  fent  out  to  fee  what  the  Americans 
were  doing ;  that  they  came  round  from  Detroit  to 
Venango  j  the  Indian  took  paper,  and  fhewed  her  that 
he,  at  Fort  Pitt,  could  write  and  draw  on  it; — he  alfo 
afked  her  if  a  campaign  was  going  out  againft  the  In- 
dians this  fummer — (he  faid  no^-he  called  her  a  liar, 
and  faid  they  were  going  out,  and  that  the  Indians 
would  ferve  them  as  they  did  laft  year ;  he  alfo  faid 
the  Englifh  had  guns,  ammunition,  &c.  to  give  them 
to  go  to  war,  and  that  they  had  given  them  plenty  la  ft 
year  ;  this  deponent  alfo  fays,  that  fhe  faw  one  of  the 
Indians  have  captain  Crib's  fword,  which  fhe  well 
knew.  That  one  of  the  Indians  aiked  her  if  fhe  knew 
Thomas  Girty,  fhe  faid  fhe  did— he  then  faid  that 
Girty  Jived  near  Fort  Pitt ;  that  he  was  a  good  man, 
but  not  as  good  as  his  brother  at  Detroit ;  but  that  his 
wife  was  a  bad  woman ;  fhe  tells  lies  on  the  Indians, 
and  is  a  friend  to  America.  Sworn  before  me  the  day 
and  year  nrft  above  written. 

JOHN  WILKINS, 
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Sufferings  of  Peter  fFilliamfm,  cr.e  of  the  fettlers  in  the 
■    back  parts  of  Pemifylvariia.    Written  by  himjelf. 

1WAS  born  within  ten  miles  of  the  town  of  Aber- 
deen, in  the  north  of  Scotland  ;  of  reputable  parents; 
at  eight  years  of  age,  being  a  fturdy  boy,  I  was  taken 
notice,  of  by  two  fellows  belonging  to  a  veflel,  em- 
ployed (as  the  trade  then  was)  by  fome  of  the  worthy 
merchants  of  Aberdeen,  in  that  villainous  and  execra- 
ble practice,  of  ftealing  young  children  from  their  pa- 
rents, and  felling  them  as  Haves  in  the  plantations 
abroad,  and  on  board  the  fhip  eafily  cajoled  by  them, 
where  I  was  conducted  between  decks,  to  fome  others 
they  had  kidnapped  in  the  fame  manner,  and  in  about 
a  month's  time  fet  fail  for  America.  When  arrived  at 
Philadelphia,  the  captain  fold  us  at  about  fixteen 
pounds  per  head.  What  became  of  my  unhappy  com- 
panions I  never  knew  ;  but  it  was  my  lot  to  be  fold  for 
feven  years,  to  one  of  my  countrymen,  who  had  in 
his  youth  been  kidnapped  like  myfelf,  but  from  ano- 
ther town. 

Having  no  children  of  his  own,  and  commiferating 
my  condition,  he  took  care  of  me,  indulged  me  in 
going  to  fchool,  where  I  went  every  winter  for  five 
years,  and  made  a  tolerable  proficiency.  With  this 
good  matter,  I  continued  till  he  died,  and,  as  a  re- 
ward for  my  faithful  fervice,  he  left  me  two  hundred 
pounds  currency,  which  was  then  about  an  hundred 
and  twenty  pounds  ilerling,  his  befl  hcrfe,  faddle,  and 
all  his  wearing  apparel. 

Being  now  feventeen  years  old,  and  my  own  maf- 
ter,  having  money  in  my  pocket,  and  all  other  necef- 
faries,  I  employed  myfelf  in  jobbing  for  near  feven 
years;  when  I  refolved  to  iettle,  and  married  the 
daughter  of  a  fubfiantial  planter.  My  father-in-law 
made  me  a  deed  of  gift  of  a  tract  of  land  that  lay  (un- 
happily for  me,  as  it  has  fmce  proved)  on  the  frontiers 
of  the  province  of  Pennfylvania,  near  the  forks  of  De- 
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laware,  containing  about  two  hundred  acres,  thirty  of 
which  were  well  cleared  and  fit  for  immediate  ufe,  on 
which  were  a  good  houfe  and  barn.  The  place  pleafing 
r^e  well,  I  fettled  on  it.  My  money  I  expended  in 
buying  flock,  houfhold  furniture,  and  implements  for 
out-of-door  work ;  and  being  happy  in  a  good  wife, 
my  felicity  wascompleat:  but  in  1754,  tn^  Indians, 
who  had  for  a  long  time  before  ravaged  and  deftroyed 
other  parts  of  America  unmolefted,  began  now  to  be 
very  troublefome  on  the  frontiers  of  our  province, 
where  they  generally  appeared  in  fmall  ikulking  par- 
ties, committing  great  devaluations* 

Terrible  and  mocking  to  human  nature  were  the 
barbarities  daily  committed  by  thefe  favages !  Scarce 
did  a  day  pafs  but  fome  unhappy  family  or  other  fell 
victims  to  favage  cruelty.  Terrible,  indeed,  it  proved 
to  me,  as  well  as  to  many  others  ;  I  that  was  now  hap- 
py in  an  eafy  ftate  of  life,  blefled  with  an  affectionate 
and  tender  wife,  became  on  a  fudden  one  of  the  mofi: 
unhappy  of  mankind :  fcarce  can  I  futlain  the  fhock 
which  for  ever  recurs  on  recollecting  the  fatal  fecond  of 
October,  1754.  My  wife  that  day  went  from  home,  to 
vifit  fome  of  her  relations ;  as  I  ftaid  up  later  than  ufual, 
expecting  her  return,  none  being  in  the  houfe  befides 
myfelf,  how  great  was  my  furprize  and  terror,  when 
about  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  I  heard  the  difmal  war- 
whoop  of  the  favages,  and  found  that  my  houfe  was 
befet  by  them.  I  flew  to  my  chamber  window,  and 
perceived  them  to  be  twelve  in  number.  Having  my 
gun  loaded,  I  threatened  them  with  death,  if  they  did 
not  retire.  But  how  vain  and  fruitlefs  are  the  efforts  of 
one  man  againfi:  the  united  force  of  fo  many  blood 
ihirfty  monfters  !  One  of  them  that  could  fpeak  Englifh, 
threatened  me  in  return,  '  That  if  I  did  not  come  out, 
*  they  would  burn  me  alive,'  adding,  however,  '  Thai 
'  if  I  would  come  out  and  furrender  myfelf  prifoner, 
'  they  would  not  kill  me.'  In  fuch  deplorable  circum- 
ftances,  1  chofe  to  rely  on  their  promifes,  rather  than 
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meet  death  by  rejecting  them ;  and  accordingly  went 
out  of  the  houfe,  with  my  gun  in  my  hand,  not  know- 
ing that  I  had  it.  Immediately  on  my  approach  they 
rulhed  on  me  like  tigers,  and  inftantly  difarmed  me. 
Having  me  thus  in  their  power,  they  bound  me  to  a 
tree,  went  into  the  houfe,  plundered  it  of  every  thing 
they  could  carry  off,  and  then  fet  fire  to  it,  and  con- 
fumed  what  was  left  before  my  eyes.  Not  fatisfied  with 
this,  they  fet  fire  to  my  barn,  ftable,  and  out-houfe?, 
wherein  were  about  200  buihels  of  wheat,  fix  cows, 
four  horfes,  and  five  fheep,  all  which  were  confumed 
to  afhes. 

having  thus  finished  the  execrable  bufmefs,  about 
which  they  came,  one  of  the  monfters  came  to  me 
wi  .  a  tomahawk*'  and  threatened  me  with  the  worft  of 
deaths,  if  I  would  not  go  with  them.  This  I  agreed 
to,  and  then  they  untied  me,  and  gave  ire  a  load  to 
cany,  under  which  I  travelled  all  that  night,  full  of 
the  moft  terrible  apprehenfions,  left  my  unhappy  wife 
mould  likevvife  have  fallen  into  their  cruel  power.  At 
day  br^ak,  my  infernal  mafters  ordered  me  to  lay 
down  my  load,  when  tying  my  hands  again  round  a 
tree,  they  forced  the  blood  out  at  my  fingers'  ends. 
And  then  kindling  a  fire  near  the  tree  to  which  I  was 
bound,  the  moft  dreadful  agonies  feized  me,  conclud- 
ing I  was  going  to  be  made  a  facrifice  to  their  barba- 
rity. The  fire  being  made,  they  for  fome  time  danced 
round  me  after  their  manner,  whooping,  hollowing  and 
fhrieking  in  a  nightful  manner.  Being  fatisfied  with 
this  fort  of  mirth,  they  proceeded  in  another  manner  ; 
taking  the  burning  coals,  and  fticks  flaming  with  fire 
at  the  ends,  holding  them  to  my  face,  head,  hands, 

*  A  tomahawk  is  a  kind  of  hatchet,  made  fomething  lika 
our  plaifterers'  hammers,  about  two  feet  long,  handle  and  all. 
They  generally  ufe  it  after  firing  their  guns,  by  ruftiing  on 
their  enemies,  and  fracturing  or  cieaving  their  fculls  with  it, 
and  very  feldom  fail  of  killing  at  thclirft  blow. 
D 
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mid  feet,  and  at  the  fame  time  threatening  to  burn, me 
entirely  if  I  cried  out:  thus  tortured  as  I  was,  almoft: 
to  death,  I  fuffered  their  brutalities,  without  being  al- 
lowed to  vent  my  anguirti  otherwife,  than  by  (bedding 
illent  tears;  and  thele  being  obferved,  they  took  frefrt 
coals,  and  applied  them  near  my  eyes,  telling  me  my 
face  was  wet,  and  that  they  would  dry  it  for  me, 
which  indeed  they  cruelly  did.  How  I  underwent 
thefe  tortures  has  been  matter  of  wonder  to  me,  but 
God  enabled  me  to  wait  with  more  than  common  pa- 
tience for  the  deliverance  I  daily  prayed  for. 

At  length  they  fat  down  round  the  fire,  and  roafled 
the  meat,  of  which  they  had  robbed  my  dwelling. 
When  they  had  fupped,  they  offered  fome  to  me : 
though  it  may  eafily  be  imagined  I  had  but  little  appe- 
tite to  eat,  after  the  tortures  and  miferiesIhadfufTered, 
yet  was  I  forced  to  feem  pleafed  with  what  they  offered 
me,  left  by  refufing  it,  they  mould  re-afTume  their  hel- 
lifh  practices.  What  I  could  not  eat,  I  contrived  to  hide, 
they  having  unbound  me  till  they  imagined  I  had  eat 
all;  but  then  they  bound  me  as  before  ;  in  which  de- 
plorable condition  I  was  forced  to  continue  the  whole 
day.  When  the  fun  was  fet,  they  put  out  the  fire,  and 
covered  the  afhes  with  leaves,  as  is  their  ufual  cuftom, 
that  the  white  people  might  not  difcover  any  traces  of 
their  having  been  there. 

Going  from  thence  along  the  Sufquebanna,  for  the 
fpace  of  fix  miles,  loaded  as  I  was  before,  we  arrived 
at  a  fpot  near  the  Apalachian  mountaiiv ,  or  Blue-hills, 
where  they  hid  their  plunder  under  logs  of  wood. 
From  thence  they  proceeded  to  a  neighbouring  houfe, 
occupied  by  one  Jacob  Snider  and  his  unhappy  family, 
confirming  of  his  wife,  five  children,  and  a  young  man 
his  fervant.  They  foon  got  admittance  into  the  unfor- 
tunate man's  houfe,  where  they  immediately,  without 
the  leaft  remorfe,  fcalped  both  parents  and  children  : 
nor  could  the  tears,  the  fhrieks,  or  cries  of  poor  inno- 
cent children,  prevent  their  horrid  maiTacre:  having 
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thus  fcalped  them,  and  plundered  the  houfe  of  every 
thing  that  was  movable,  they  fet  fire  to  it,  and  left  the 
diftrefied  victims  amidft  the  flames. 

Thinking  the  young  man  belonging  to  this  unhappy 
family,  would  be  of  fervice  to  them  in  carrying  part  of 
their  plunder,  they  fpared  his  life,  and  loaded  him 
and  myfelf  with  what  they  had  here  got,  and  again 
marched  to  the  Blue-hills,  where  they  flowed  their 
goods  as  before.  My  fellow  furTerer  could  not  fupport 
the  cruel  treatment  which  we  were  obliged  to  furTer, 
and  complaining  bitterly  to  me  of,  his  being  unable  to 
proceed  any  farther,  I  endeavoured  to  animate  him, 
but  all  in  vain,  for  he  ftill  continued  his  moans  and 
tears,  which  one  of  the  favages  perceiving,  as  we  travelled 
along,  came  up  to  us,  and  with  his  tomahawk  gave 
him  a  blow  on  the  head,  which  felled  the  unhappy 
youth  to  the  ground,  whom  they  immediately  fcalped 
and  left.  The  fuddennefs  of  this  murder  mocked  me 
to  that  degree,  that  I  was  in  a  manner  motionlefs, 
expecting  my  fate  would  foon  be  the  fame  :  however, 
recovering  my  diftra&ed  thoughts,  I  dilTembled  my 
anguifh  as  well  as  I  could  from  the  barbarians;  but 
ftill,  fuch  was  my  terror,  that  for  fome  time  I  fcarce 
knew  the  days  of  the  week,  or  what  I  did. 

They  ftill  kept  on  their  courfe  near  the  mountains, 
where  they  lay  Ikulking  four  or  five  days,  rejoicing  at 
the  plunder  they  had  got.  When  provifions  became 
fcarce,  they  made  their  way  towards  Sufquehanna, 
and  pafling  near  another  houfe,  inhabited  by  an  old 
man,  whofe  name  Was  John  Adams,  with  his  wife  and 
four  fmall  children,  and  meeting  with  no  refiftance, 
they  immediately  fcalped  the  mother  and  her  children 
before  the  old  man's  eyes.  Inhuman  and  horrid  as  this 
was,  it  did  not  fatisfy  them;  for  when  they  had  murdered 
the  poor  woman,  they  acted  with  her  in  fuch  a  brutal 
manner,  as  decency  will  not  permit  me  to  mention, 
The  unhappy  hufband,  not  being  able  to  avoid  the 
fight,  intreated  them  to  put  an  end  to  his  miserable 
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being  ;  but  they  were  as  deaf  to  the  tears  and  entrea- 
ties of  this  venerable  fuflferer,  as  they  had  been  to  thofe 
of  the  others,  and  proceeded  to  burn  and  deftroy  his 
houfe,  barn,  corn,  hay,  cattle,  and  every  thing  the 
poor  man,  a  few  hours  before,  was  m after  of.  Having 
laved  what  they  thought  proper  from  the  flames,  they 
gave  the  old  man,  feeble,  weak,  and  in  the  miferable 
condition  he  then  was,  as  well  as  myfelf,  burdens  to 
carry,  and  loading  themfelves  like  wife  with  bread  and 
meat,  purfued  their  journey  towards  the  Great  Swamp. 
Here  they  lay  for  eight  or  nine  days  diverting  them- 
felves, at  times,  in  barbarous  cruelties  on  the  old  man : 
fometimes  they  would  ftrip  him  naked,  and  paint  him 
all  over  with  various  forts  of  colours :  at  other  times 
they  would  pluck  the  white  hairs  from  his  head,  and 
tauntingly  tell  him,  *  He  was  a  fool  for  living  fo  long, 
and  that  they  mould  fhew  him  kindnefs  in  putting  him 
out  of  the  world.'  In  vain  were  all  his  tears,  for 
daily  did  they  tire  themfelves  with  the  various  means 
they  tried  to  torment  him ;  fometimes  tying  him  to 
a  tree,  and  whipping  him ;  at  other  times,  Tcorching 
his  furrowed  cheeks  with  red-hot  coals,  and  burning 
his  legs  quite  to  the  knees.  One  night  after  he  had 
been  thus  tormented,  whilft  he  and  I  were  condoling 
each  other  at  the  miferies  we  daily  fufFered,  25  other 
Indians  arrived,  bringing  with  them  20  fcalps  and  3 
prifoners,  who  had  unhappily  fallen  into  their  hands  in 
Conogocheague,  a  fmall  town  near  the  river  Sufque- 
hanna,  chiefly  inhabited  by  the  Iriih.  Thefe  prifoners 
gave  us  fome  mocking  accounts  of  the  murders  and 
devaluations  committed  in  their  parts ;  a  few  inftances 
of  which  will  enable  the  reader  to  guefs  at  the  treat- 
ment the  provincials  have  fufFered  for  years  pail. 
This  party,  who  now  joined  us,  had  it  not,  I  found, 
in  their  power  to  begin  their  violences  fo  foon  as  thofe 
who  vifited  my  habitation;  the  firft  of  their  tragedies 
being  on  the  25th  of  October,  1754,  when  John 
Lewis,  with  his  wife  and  three  fmall  children,  were 
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inhumanly  fcalped  and  murdered ;  and  his  houfe, 
barn,  and  every  thing  he  poffeifed  burnt  and  deftroyed. 
On  the  28th,  Jacob  Miller,  with  his  wife  and  fix  of 
his  family,  with  every  thing  on  his  plantations,  fhared 
the  fame  fate.  The  30th,  the  houfe,  mill,  barn,  20 
head  of  cattle,  two  teams  of  horfes,  and  every  thing 
belonging  to  George  Folke,  met  with  the  like  treat- 
ment, himfelf,  wife,  and  all  his  miferable  family, 
confiding  of  nine  in  number,  being  fcalped,  then  cut 
in  piece?  and  given  to  the  fwine.  One  of  the  fubltan- 
tial  traders,  belonging  to  the  province,  having  bufmefs 
that  called  him  forne  miles  up  the  country,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  thefe  ruffians,  who  not  only  fcalped  him, 
but  immediately  roaftedhim  before  he  was  dead;  then, 
like  cannibals,  for  want  of  other  food,  eat  his  whole 
body,  and  of  his  head  made,  what  they  called,  an  In- 
dian pudding. 

From  thefe  few  inflances  of  favage  cruelty,  the  de- 
plorable fituation  of  the  defencelefs  inhabitants,  and 
what  they  hourly  fuffered  in  that  part  of  the  globe, 
muft  ftrike  the  utmoft  horror,  and  caufe  in  every 
breaft  the  utmoit.  deteftation,  not  only  againft  the  au- 
thors, but  againft  thofe  who,  through  inattention,  or 
pufillanimous  or  erroneous  principles,  fuffered  thefe 
favages  at  firft,  unrepelled,  or  even  unmolefted,  to 
commit  fuch  outrages,  depredations,  and  murders. 

The  three  prifoners  that  were  brought  with  thefe 
additional  forces,  conftantly  repining  at  their  lot,  and 
alrnoft  dead  with  their  exceffive  hard  treatment,  con- 
trived at  laft  to  make  their  efcape  ;  but  being  far  from 
their  own  fettlements,  and  not  knowing  the  country, 
were  foon  after  met  by  fome  others  of  the  tribes,  or  na- 
tions at  war  with  us,  and  brought  back.  The  poor 
creatures,  almoft  famiihed  for  want  of  fuftenance', 
having  had  none  during  the  time  of  their  efcape,  were 
no  fooner  in  the  power  of  the  barbarians,  than  two  of 
them  were  tied  to  a  tree,  and  a  great  fire  made  round 
them,   where  they  remained  till  they  were    terribly 
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jcorched  and  burnt ;  when  one  of  the  villains  with  his 
fcalping  -knife,  ripped  open  their  bellies,  took  out 
their  entrails,  and  burned  them  before  their  eyes, 
whilfl:  the  others  were  cutting,  piercing,  and  tearing 
the  fleih  from  their  breafls,  hands,  arms,  and  legs, 
with  red-hot  irons,  till  they  were  dead.  The  third  un- 
happy victim  was  reierved  a  few  hours  longer,  to  be, 
if  pofTible,  facriiiced  in  a  more  cruel  manner ;  his  arms 
were  tied  clofe  to.  his  body,  and  a  hole  being  dug, 
deep  enough  for  him  to  ftaud  upright,  he  w7as  put  into 
it,  and  earth  rammed  and  beat  in  all  round  his  body 
up  to  his  neck,  fo  that  his  head  only  appeared  above 
ground ;  they  then  fcalped  him,  and  there  let  him 
remain  for  three  or  four  hours,  in  the  greateft  agonies; 
after  which  they  made  a  fmall  lire  near  his  head, 
cauling  him  to  fuffer  the  rnoft  excruciating  torments ; 
whilfl  the  poor  creature  could  only  cry  for  mercy  by 
killing  him  immediately,  for  his  brains  were  boiling  in 
his  head  ;  inexorable  to  all  he  faid,  they  continued  the 
fire,  till  his  eyes  gufhed  out  of  their  fockets ;  fuch  ago- 
nizing torments  did  this  unhappy  creature  fuffer  for 
near  two  hours  before  he  was  quite  dead.  They  then 
cut  off  his  head,  and  buried  it  with  the  other  bodies  ; 
my  talk  being  to  dig  the  graves;  which,  leeble  and 
terrified  as  1  was,  the  dread  of  fuffering  the  fame  fate 
enabled  me  to  do. 

A  great  fnow  now  falling,  the  barbarians  were  fear- 
ful, left  the  white  people  mould,  by  their  tracks,  find 
out  their  ikulking  retreats,  which  obliged  them  to 
make  the  beft  of  their  way  to  their  winter-quarters, 
about  two  hundred  miles  farther  from  any  plantations 
or  inhabitants.  After  a  long  and  painfal  journey,  being 
almofl  llarved,  I  arrived  with  this  infernal  crew  at 
Alamingo.  There  I  found  a  number  of  wigwams,  full 
of  their  women  and  children.  Dancing,  finging,  a»d 
(homing  were  their  general  amufements.  And  in  all 
their  feftivals  and  dances,  they  relate  what  fuccefles 
they  have  had,  and  what  damages  they  have  fuftained 
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in  their  expeditions ;  in  which  I  now  unhappily  be* 
came  pari  of  their  theme.  The  feverity  of  the  cold  in- 
creafing,  they  ftripped  me  of  my  cloaths  for  their  own: 
ufe,  and  gavemefuch  as  they  ufually  wore  themfelves, 
being  a  piece  of  blanket,  and  a  pair  of  moekafons,  or 
fhoes,  with  a  yard  of  coarfe  cloth,  to  put  round  me 
inftead  of  breeches. 

At  Alamingo  I  remained  near  two  months,  till  the 
fnow  was  off  the  ground.  Whatever  thoughts  I  might 
have  of  making  my  efcape,  to  carry  them  into  execu- 
tion was  impracticable,  being  fo  far  from  any  planta- 
tions or  white  people,  and  the  fevere  weather  render- 
ing my  limbs  in  a  manner  quite  ftiffand  motionlefs: 
however,  I  contrived  to  defend  myfelf  againft  the  in^ 
clemency  of  the  weather  as  well  as  I  could,  by  making 
myfelf  a  little  wigwam  with  the  bark  of  the  trees, 
covering  it  with  earth,  which  made  it  refemble  a 
cave;  and,  to  prevent  the  ill  effects  of  the  cold,  I  kept 
a  good  fire  always  near  the  door.  My  liberty  of  going 
about,  was,  indeed,  more  than  I  could  have  expected, 
but  they  well  knew  the  impracticability  of  my  efcap- 
ing  from  them.  Seeing  me  outwardly  eafy  and  fubmif- 
five,  they  would  fometimes  give  me  a  little  meat,  but 
my  chief  food  was  Indian  corn.  At  length  the  time 
came  when  they  were  preparing  themfelves  for  another 
expedition  againft  the  planters  and  white  people  ;  but 
before  they  fet  out,  they  were  joined  by  many  other 
Indians. 

As  foon  as  the  fnow  was  quite  gone,  they  fet  forth 
on  their  journey  towards  the  back  parts  of  the  province 
of  Pennfylvania  ;  all  leaving  their  wives  and  children  be- 
hind in  their  wigwams.  They  were  now  a  formidable  bc^- 
dy,  amounting  to  near  1 50.  My  bufinefs  wasto  carry  what 
they  thought  proper  to  load  me  with,  but  they  never  in-* 
trufted  me  with  a  gun.  We  marched  on  feveral  days 
without  any  thing  particular  occurring,  almoft  famifh- 
ed  for  want  of  provifions;  for  my  part,  I  had  nothing 
but  a  few  ftalks  of  Indian  corn,,  which  I  was  glad  to 
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cat  dry:  nor  did  the  Indians  themfelves  fare  mucfi 
better,  for  as  we  drew  near  the  plantations  they  were 
afraid  to  kill  any  game,  left  the  noife  of  their  guns  • 
Ihould  alarm  the  inhabitants. 

When  we  again  arrived  at  the  Blue-hills,  about 
thirty  miles  from  the  Irilh  fettlements  before-men- 
tioned, we  encamped  for  three  days,  though  God 
knows,  we  had  neither  tents  nor  any  thing  elfe  to  de- 
fend us  from  the  inclemency  of  the  air,  having  nothing 
to  lie  on  by  night  but  the  grafs.  Their  ufual  method 
of  lodging,  pitching,  or  encamping,  by  night,'  being 
in  parcels  often  or  twelve  men  to  a  fire,  where  they 
lie  upon  the  grafs  or  brufh,  wrapped  up  in  a  blanket, 
with  their  feet  to  the  fire. 

During  our  flay  here,  a  fort  of  council  of  war  was 
held,  when  it  was  agreed  to  divide  themfelves  into 
companies  of  about  twenty  men  each ;  after  which 
every  captain  marched  with  his  party  where  he  thought 
proper.  I  Hill  belonged  to  my  old  matters,  but  was 
left  behind  on  the  mountains  with  ten  Indians,  to  flay 
till  the  reft  mould  return ;  not  thinking  it  proper  to 
carry  me  nearer  to  Conogocheague,  or  the  other  plan- 
tations. 

Here  I  began  to  meditate  an  efcape,  and  though  I 
knew  the  country  round  extremely  well,  yet  I  was 
very  cautious  of  giving  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  any  fuch 
intention.  However  the  third  day  after  the  grand  body 
left  us,  my  companions  thought  proper  to  traverfe  the 
mountains  in  fearch  of  game  for  their  fubfiftance,  leav- 
ing me  bound  in  fuch  a  manner  that  I  could  not  efcape: 
at  night,  when  they  returned,  having  unbound  me, 
we  all  fat  down  together  to  fupper  on  what  they  had 
kilfed,  and  foon  after  (being  greatly  fatigued  with  their 
day's  excurfion)  they  compofed  themfelves  to  reft,  as 
ufual.  I  now  tried  various  ways  to  try  whether  it  was 
a  fcheme  to  prove  my  intentions  or  not ;  but  after 
making  a  noife  and  walking  about,  fometimes  touch- 
ing them  with  my  feet,  I  found  there  was  no  fallacy. 
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Then  I  refolved,  if  poffible,  to  get  one  of  their  guns, 
and,  if  difcovered,  to  die  in  my  defence,  rather  than 
be  taken :  for  that  purpofe  I  made  various  efforts  to 
get  one  from  under  their  heads  (where  they  always  fe- 
cured  them)  but  in  vain.  Difappointed  in  this,  I  began 
to  defpair  of  carrying  my  defign  into  execution  :•  yet, 
after  a  little  recollection,  and  trufting  myfelf  to  the  di- 
vine protection,  I  fet  forwards,  naked,  and  defencelefs 
as  I  was.  Such  was  my  terror,  however,  that  in  going 
from  them  I  halted,  and  paufed  every  four  or  five 
yards,  looking  fearfully  towards  the  fpot  where  I  had 
left  them,  left  they  mould  awake  'and  mifs  me ;  but 
when  I  was  two  hundred  yards  from  them,  I  mended 
my  pace,  and  made  as  much  hafte  as  I  poffibly  could 
to  the  foot  of  the  mountains ;  when,  on  a  fudden,  I 
was  (truck  with  the  greateft  terror  at  hearing  the 
wood-cry,  as  it  is  called,  which  the  lavages  I  had  left 
were  making,  upon  miffing  their  charge.  The  more 
my  terror  encreafed  the  fafter  I  pufhed  on,  and, 
fcarce  knowing  where  I  trod,  drove  through  the  woods 
with  the  utmoil  precipitation,  fometimes  falling  and 
bruifing  myfelf,  cutting  my  feet  and  legs  againft  the 
ffones  in  a  miferable  manner.  But  faint  and  maimed 
as  I  was  I  continued  my  flight  till  day-break,  when, 
without  having  any  thing  to  fuftain  nature,  but  a  little 
corn  left,  I  crept  into  a  hollow  tree,  where  I  lay  very 
fnug,  and  returned  my  prayers  and  thanks  to  the  di- 
vine being,  that  had  thus  far  favoured  my  efcape.  But 
my  repofe  was  in  a  few  hours  deftroyed  at  hearing  the 
voices  of  the  favages  near  the  place  where,  I  was  hid, 
threatening  and  talking  how  they  would  ufe  me,  if 
they  got  me  again.  However,  they  at  laft  left  the  fpot, 
where  I  heard  them,  and  I  remained  in  my  apartment 
all  that  day  without  further  moleftation. 

At  night  I  ventured  forwards   again,    frightened; 
thinking  each  twig  that  touched  me  a  favage.    The 
third  day  I  concealed  myfelf  in  like  manner  as  be- 
fore, and  at  night  travelled,    keening  off  the  main 
E   . 
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road  as  much  as  pofljble,  which  lengthened  my  journey 
many  miles.  But  how  mall  I  defcribe  the  terror  I  felt 
on  the  fourth  night,  when,  by  the  ruffling  I  made 
among  the  leave?,  a  party  of  Indians,  that  lay  round  a 
fmall  fire,  which  I  did  not  perceive,  ftarted  from  the 
ground,  and,  feizing  their  arms,  ran  from  the  fire 
amongit  the  woods.  Whether  to  move  forward  or  reft 
where  I  was,  I  knew  not,  when  to  my  great  furprize 
and  joy,  I  was  relieved  by  a  parcel  of  Twine  that  made 
towards  the  place  where  I  guefled  the  favages  to  be  ; 
who,  on  feeing  them,  imagined  that  they  had  caufed 
the  alarm,  very  merrily  returned  to  the  fire,  and  lay 
again  down  to  fleep.  Bruifed,  crippled,  and  terrified 
as  I  was,  I  purfued  my  journey  till  break  of  day, 
when,  thinking  myfelf  fafe,  I  lay  down  under  a  great 
log,  and  llept  till  about  noon.  Before  evening  I  reached 
the  fummit  of  a  great  hill,  and  looking  out  if  I  could 
fpy  any  habitations  of  white  people,  to  my  inexpreffi- 
ble  joy,  I  faw  fome  which  I  guefled  to  be  about  ten 
miles  diftance. 

In  the  morning  I  continued  my  journey  towards  the 
neareft  cleared  lands  I  had  feen  the  day  before,  and, 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  arrived  at  the 
houfe  of  John  Bell,  an  old  acquaintance,  where  knock- 
ing at  the  door,  his  wife,  who  opened  it,  feeing  me  in 
fuch  a  frightful  condition,  flew  from  me,  fcreaming,  into 
the  houfe.  This  alarmed  the  whole  family,  who  immedi- 
ately fled  to  their  arms,  and  I  was  foon  accofled  by  the 
mafter  with  his  gun  in  his  hand.  But  on  making  myfelf 
known,(for  he  before  took  me  to  bean  Indian)he  immedi- 
ately carefiedme,  as  did  all  his  family  with  extraordinary 
friendship,  the  report  of  my  being  murdered  by  the 
favages  having  reached  them  fome  months  before. 
For  two  days  and  nights  they  very  affectionately  fup- 
plied  me  with  all  necefTaries,  and  carefully  attended 
me  till  my  fpirits  and  limbs  were  pretty  well  recovered, 
and  I  thought  myfelf  able  to  ride,  when  I  borrowed 
of  thefe  good  people  (whofe  kinduefs  merits  my*  mod: 
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grateful  returns)  ahorfe  and  fome  cloaths,  and  fet  for- 
ward  for  my  father-in-law's  houie  in  Chefter  county, 
about  one  hundred  and  forty  miles  from  thence,  where 
I  arrived  on  the  4th  day  of  January,  1755,  (but  fcarce. 
one  of  the  family  could  credit  their  eyes,  believing 
with  the  people  I  had  lately  left,  that  I  had  fallen  a 
prey  to  the  Indians)  where  I  was  received  and  em- 
braced by  the  whole  family  with  great  affection  ;  upon 
enquiring  for  my  dear  wife,  I  found  fhe  had  been  dead 
two  months  !  This  fatal  news  greatly  lefiened  the  joy  I 
otherwife  fhould  have  felt  at  my  deliverance  from  the 
dreadful  ftate  and  company  I  had  been  in. 

Remarkable  adventures  of  Jack/on  Jokonnot,  afoldier  un- 
der general  Harmar  and  general  St.  Clair,  containing 
an  account  of  his  captivity,  fufferings,  and  efcape  from 
the  Kickappoo  Indians. 

THERE  is  feldom  a  more  difficult  talk  undertaken 
by  man,  than  the  act  of  writing  a  narrative  of  a 
perfon's  own  life ;  efpecially  where  the  incident  borders 
on  the  marvellous.  Prodigies  but  feldom  happen;  and 
the  veracity  of  the  relaters  of  them  is  ftill  lefs  frequently 
vouched  for ;  however,  as  the  difpenfations  of  Provi- 
dence towards  me  have  been  too  finking  not  to  make  a 
deep  and  grateful  impreffion,  and  as  the  principal  part 
of  them  can  be  attefted  to  by  living  evidences,  I  mail 
proceed,  being  confident  that  the  candid  reader  will 
pardon  the  inaccuracies  of  an  illiterate  foldier,  and  that 
the  tender  hearted  will  drop  the  tear  of  fympathy, 
when  they  realize  the  idea  of  the  fufferings  of  fuch  of 
our  unfortunate  country  folks  as  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  weftern  Indians,  whofe  tender  mercies  are  cruelties. 
I  was  born  and  brought  up  at  Falmouth,  Cafco-bay, 
where  I  refided  until  I  attained  to  the  feventeenth  year 
of  my  age.  My  parents  were  poor,  the  farm  we  occu- 
pied, fmall,  and  hard  to  cultivate,  their  family  large 
and  expenfive,  and  every  way  fitted  to  fpare  me  to  fee  k 
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a  feparale  fortune ;  at  leaft  thefe  ideas  had  gained  fo 
great  an  afcendancy  in  my  mind,  that  I  determined, 
with  the  confent  of  my  parents,  to  look  out  for  a  mean 
of  fupporting  myfelf. 

Having  fixed  on  the  matter  firmly,  I  took  leave  of 
my  friends,  and  failed,  the  iff  of  May,  1791,  on  board 
a  coafting  fchooner  for  Boflon.  Being  arrived  in  this 
capital,  and  entirely  out  of  employ,  I  had  many  uneafy 
fenfations,  and  more  than  once  fincerely  wifhed  myfelf 
at  home  with  my  parents;  however,  as  I  had  fet  out  on 
an  important  defign,  and  as  yet  met  with  no  misfor- 
tune, pride  kept  me  from  this  act,  while  necdfity  urged 
me  to  fix  fpeedily  on  fome  mode  of  obtaining  a  liveli- 
hood. 

My  mind  was  feverely  agitated  on  this  fubjecl  one 
morning,  when  a  young  officer  came  into  my  room, 
and  foon  entered  into  converfation  on  thepleafures  of  a 
military  life,  the  great  chance  there  was  for  an  active 
young  man  to  obtain  promotion,  and  the  grand  profpect 
opening  for  making  great  fortunes  in  the  weft ern  conn- 
try.  His  difcourfe  had  the  defired  effect;  for  after 
treating  me  with  a  bowl  or  two  of  punch,  I  enlifled, 
with  a  firm  promife  on  his  fide  to  afTift  me  in  obtaining 
a  fergeant's  warrant  before  the  party  left  Boflon. 

An  entire  new  fcene  now  opened  before  me.  Infiead 
of  becoming  a  fergeant,  I  was  treated  feverely  for  my 
ignorance  in  a  matter  I  had  till  then  fcarcely  thought 
of,  and  infultingly  ridiculed  for  remonftrating  againft 
the  conduct  of  the  officer.  I  fuffered  great  uneafinefs  on 
thefe  and  other  accounts,  of  a  fimilar  kind,  for  fome 
time;  at  length,  convinced  of  the  futility  of  complaint, 
I  applied  myfelf  to  ft udy  the  exercife,  and  in  a  few 
days  became  tolerable  expert.  The  beginning  of  July 
we  left  Bofton,  and  proceeded  on  our  way  to  join  the 
weftern  army.  When  we  arrived  at  fort  Wafhington, 
I  was  ordered  tp  join  capt.  Phelon's  company,  and  in 
a  few  days  fet  out  on  the  expedition  under  general 
Harmar.    Thofe  alone  who  have  experienced,  can  tell 
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what  hardihips  men  undergo  in  fuch  excurfions,  hun- 
ger,   fatigue  and  toil  were  our  conttant  attendants: 
however  as  our  expectations  were  raifed  with  the  idea 
of  eafy  conqueft,  rich  plunder,  and  fine  arms  in  the 
end,  we  made  a  fhift  to  be  tolerably  merry  :  for  my 
own  part,  1  had  obtained  a  fergeancy,  and  flattered 
myfelf  I  was  in  the  direct  road  to  honour,  fame  and  for- 
lune.     Alas !  how  fluctuating  are  the  fcenes  of  life ! 
how  fingularly   precarious  the  fortune  of  a  foldier  ! 
Before  a  fingular  opportunity  prefented,  in  which  I 
could  have  a  chance  to  fignalize  myfelf,  it  was  my  lot 
to  be  taken  in  an  ambufcade,  by  a  party  ofKickappoo 
Indians,  and  with  ten  others  conftrained  to  experience 
fcenes,  in  comparifon  of  which  our  former  diftrefles 
funk  into  nothing.     We  were  taken  on  the  bank  of  the 
Wabaih,  and    immediately   conveyed   to    the    upper 
Miami,  at  lead:  fuch  of  us  as  furvived.     The  fecond 
day  after  we  were  taken,  one  of  my  companions,  by 
the  name  of  George  Aikins,  a  native  of  Ireland,  be- 
came fo  faint  with  hunger  and  fatigue,  that  he  could 
proceed  no  further.     A  fhort  council  was  immediately 
held  among  the  Indians  who  guarded  us,  the  refult  of 
which  was  that  he  mould  be  put  to  death ;  this  was  no 
fooner  determined  on,  than  a  fcene  of  torture  began. 
The  captain  of  the  guard  approached  the  wretched 
victim  who  lay  bound  upon  the  ground,  and  with  his 
knife  made  a  circular  incifion  on  the  fcull ;  two  others 
immediately  pulled  off  the  fcalp;  after  this  they  each 
of  them  (truck  him  on  the  head  with  their  tomahawks, 
they  then  ftrippedhim  naked,  fiabbed  him  with  their 
knives  in  every  fenfitive  part  of  the  body,  and  left  him, 
weltering  in  blood,  though  not  quite  dead,  a  wretched 
victim  to  Indian  rage  and  hell ifli  barbarity. 

We  were  eight  days  on  our  march  to  the  upper  Mia- 
mi, during  which  painful  travel,  no  pen  can  defcribe 
our  fufferings  from  hunger,  thirft,  and  toil.  We  were 
met,  at  the  entrance  of  the  town,  by  above  five  hun- 
dred Indians,  befides  fquaws  and  children,  who  wercj 
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apprized  of  our  approach  by  a  rrioft  hideous  yelling 
made  by  our  guard,  and  anfwered  repeatedly  from  the 
village.  Here  we  were  all  feverely  beaten  by  the  Indi- 
an?, and  four  of  our  number,  viz.  James  Durgee,  of 
Concord,  Samuel  Forfythe,  of  Beverly,  Robert  De- 
loy,  of  iVlarblchead,  and  Uzza  Benton,  of  Salem,  who 
all  fainted  under  their  heavy  trials,  were  immediately 
fcalped  and  tomahawked  in  our  prefence,  and  tortured 
to  death  with  every  affliction  of  mifery  that  Indian  in- 
genuity could  invent. 

It  was  the  4th  of'Auguft  when  we  were  taken,  and 
our  unhappy  companions  weremaffacred  the  thirteenth. 
News  was  that  day  received  of  the  deftru<ftion  at  L'An- 
guille,  eVc.  of  general  Harmar's  army,  numbers  of 
icaips  were  exhibited  by  the  warriors,  and  feveral  pri- 
foners,  among  whom  were  three  women  and  fix  chil- 
dren, carried  through  the  village  deftined  to  a  Kickappoo 
fettlemenf:,  further  weftward.  The  15th  of  Auguft, 
four  more  of  my  fellow  prifoners,  viz.  Lemuel  Saun- 
ders, of  Bolton,  Thomas  Tharp,  of  Dorchefter,  Vin- 
cent Upham,  of  Miftick,  and  Vounglove  Croxal,  of 
j$bl  igtori;  were  taken  from  us;  but  whether  they  were 
jatfaffacred  or  preferved  alive,  I  am  unable  to  fay.  After 
this  nothing  material  occurred  for  a  fortnight,  except 
that  we  were  ieveral  times  feverely  whipped  on  the 
receipt  of  bad  news,  and  our  allowance  of  provifions 
leffene!,  fo  that  we  were  appreheniive  of  ftarving  to 
dean,  if  we  did  not  fall  an  immediate  facrifice  to  the 
lire  or  tomahawk:  but  heaven  had  otherwife  decreed. 

On  the  night  following  the  30th  of  Auguft,  our 
guard,  which  confined  of  four  Indians,  tired  out  with 
watching,  laid  down  to  fleep,  leaving  only  an  old  fquaw 
to  attend  u«.  Providence  fo  ordered  that  my  compa- 
nion had,  by  fome  means,  got  one  of  his  hands  at  li- 
berty, and  having  a  knife  in  his  pocket,  foon  cut  the 
withes  that  bound  his  feet,  and  that  which  pinioned 
my  arms,  un perceived  by  the  old  fquaw,  who  fat  in  a 
drowfy  polition,  not  'fufpecling  harm,  over  a  fmall 
fire  in  the  wigwam. 
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I  ruminated  but  a  few  moments  on  our  fituation  ; 
there  was  no  weapon  near  us,  except  my  companion's 
knife,  which  he  it  ill  held;  I  looked  on  him  to  make 
him  obferve  n?e,*and  the  fame  inftant  fprung  and 
grafped  the  fquaw  by  the  throat  to  prevent  her  making 
a  noife,  and  my  comrade  in  a  moment  cut  her  throat 
from  ear  to  ear,  down  to  the  neck  bone.  He  then, 
feized  a  tomahawk  and  myfelf  a  rifle,  and  finking  at 
the  fame  inftant,  difpatched  two  of  our  enemies,  the 
found  of  thefe  blows  awakened  the  others,  but  before 
they  had  time  to  rife,  we  renewed  our  ftrokes  on  them, 
and  luckily  to  fo  good  effect,  as  to  ftun  them,  and 
then  repeating  the  blow,  we  funk  a  tomahawk  in  each 
of  their  heads,  armed  ourfelves  completely,  and  tak- 
ing what  provifions  the  wigwam  afforded,  we  commit- 
ted ourfelves  to  the  protection  of  Providence,  and 
made  the  befl  of  our  way  into  the  wildernefs. 

The  compafs  of  a  volume  would  fcarce  contain  the 
events  of  our  progrefs  through  the  wildernefs  ;  but  as 
they  were  unmterefting  to  any  but  us,  I  (hall  enly  ob- 
ferve generally,  that  the  difficulties  of  the  journey, 
were  too  great  to  have  been  endured  b?  any  who  had 
lefs  interefc  than  life  at  flake,  or  a  lefs  terrible  enemy 
than  Indians  to  fear.  Hunger,  thirfi,  and  fatigue,  were 
our  confiant  companions.  We  travelled  hard  day  and 
night,  except  the  few  hours  abfoiuteiy  requifite  for 
repofe,  that  nature  might  not  fink  under  her  oppref- 
fion,  at  which  period  one  conflantly  watched  while  the 
other  flept.  In  this  tirefome  mode,  we  proceeded  un- 
til the  fifteenth  of  September,  having  often  to  fhift  our 
direction  on  account  of  impaiTabie  bogs,  deep  moraffes 
and  hideous  precipices,  without  meeting  any  adven- 
ture worthy  note.  On  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth,  as 
we  were  fleering  nearly  a  north  courfe  in  order  to 
avoid  a  bog  that  intercepted  our  courfe,  S.  E.  we  found 
the  bodies  of  one  old  man,  a  woman  and  two  children 
newly  murdered,  ftript  and  fcalped.  This  horrid  fpec- 
tacle  chilled  our  blood ;  we  viewed  the  wretched  vie- 
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tims;  and  from  what  we  could  colled  from  circurri- 
itances,    we  concluded  that  they  had  been  dragged 
away  from  their  homes,  and  their  fe^t  being  worn  out, 
had  been  inhumanly  murdered,  and  left  weltering  in 
their  blood.     We  were  at  a  great  lofs  now  to  determine 
what  coUrfe  to  fleer;  at  length  we  pitched  upon  a  di- 
rection-about  north  weft,  and  walked  on  as  faft  as  pof- 
fible  to  efcape  the  fa v ages,  if  practicable.     About  noon 
this  day,  we  came  to  a  good  lpring,  which  was  a  great 
relief  to  us ;  but  which  we  had  great  reafon  a  few 
minutes  after  to  believe  would  be  the  lafl  of  our  earthly 
comforts.     My  companion,  Richard  Sackville,  a  cor- 
poral of  captain  Newman's  company,  ftepped  afide  in- 
to the  thicket,  on  fome  occafion,  and  returned  with 
the  account  that  a  few  rods  diftant  he  had  difcovered 
four  Indians  with  two  miferable  wretches,  bound,  fit- 
ting under  a  tree  eating;  and  that  if  I  would  join  him, 
he  would  either  relieve  the  captives,  or  perifh  in  the 
attempt.    The  refolution  of  my  worthy  comrade  pleaf- 
ed  me  greatly ;  and  as  no  time  was  to  be  loft,  we  fet 
immediately  about  the  execution  of  our  defign:  Sack- 
ville took  the  lead,  and  conducted  me  undifcovered, 
within  fifty  yards  of  the  Indians  ;  two  of  them  were 
laid  down,  with  their  muiquets  in  their  arms,  and  ap- 
peared to  be  afleep  ;  the  other  two  fat  at  the  head  of  the 
prifoners,- their  mufquets  refting  againft  their  left  moul- 
ders, and  in  their  right  hands  each  of  them  a  toma- 
hawk,   over  the  heads  of  their  prifoners.    We  each 
chofe  our  man  to  fire  at,  and  taking  aim  deliberately, 
had  the  fatisfaction  to  fee  them  both  fall ;  the  others 
inftantly  ftarted,  and  feeming  at  a  lofs  to  determine 
from  whence  the  aifault  was  made,  fell  on  their  bellies, 
and  looked  carefully  around  to  difcover  the  beft  courfe 
to  take;  mean  time  we  had  recharged,  and  fhifting 
our  pofition  a  little,  impatiently  waiting  their  rifing ; 
in  a  minute  they  raifed  on  their  hands  and  knees,  *nd. 
having  as  we  fuppofed  difcovered  the  fmoke  of  our 
guns  rifing  above  the  bufhes,  attempted  to  crawl  into 
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a  thicket  on  the  oppofite  fide.  This  gave  us  a  good 
chance,  and  we  again  fired  at  different  men,  and  with 
fuch  effect,  that  we  brought  them  both  down ;  one  lay 
motionlefs,  the  other  crawled  along  a 'few  yards,  we. 
loaded  in  ,an  inftant,  and  ruihed  towards  him,  yet 
keeping  an  eye  on  him,  as  he  had  reached  his  com- 
rade's gun,  and  fat  upright  in  a  pofture  of  defence. 
By  our  noife  in  the  bufhes  he  difcovered  the  direction 
to  fire ;  alas  too  fatally,  for  by  his  fatal  mot  I  loft  my 
comrade  and  friend  Sackville.  At  this  moment  the  two 
prifoners  who  were  clofe  pinioned,  endeavoured  to 
make  their  efcape  towards  me,  but  the  defperate  favage 
again  fired,  and  fhotone  of  them  dead,  the  other  gained 
the  thicket  within  a  few  yards  of  me :  I  had  now  once 
more  got  ready  to  fire,  and  difcharged  at  the  wounded 
Indian ;  at  this  difcharge  I  wounded  him  in  the  neck, 
from  whence  I  perceived  the  blood  to  flow  fwiftly,  but 
he  yet  undauntedly  kept  his  feat,and  having  new  charged 
his  guns,  fired  upon  us  with  them  both,  and  then  fell, 
feemingly  from  faintnefs  and  lofs  of  blood.  I  ran  infrant- 
ly  to  the  pinioned  white  man,  and  having  unbound  his 
arms,  and  armed  him  with"  the  unfortunate  Sackville's 
mufquet,  we  cautioufly  approached  a  few  yards  nearer 
the  wounded  Indian;  when  I  ordered  my  new  comrade 
to  fire,  and  we  could  perceive  the  fhot  took  effect. 
The  favage  frill  lay  motionlefs.  As  foon  as  my  compa- 
nion had  re-loaded,  we  approached  the  Indian,  whom 
we  found  not  quite  dead,  and  a  tomahawk  in  each 
hand,  which  he  flourifhed  at  us,  feemingly  determined 
not  to  be  taken  alive.  I,  for  my  own  part,  determined 
to  take  him  alive,  if  poflible ;  but  my  comrade  pre- 
vented me  by  mooting  him  through  the  body.  I  now 
enquired  of  my  new  companion  what  courfe  we  ought 
to  fleer,-  and  whence  the  party  came,  from  whole  power 
I  had  relieved  him.  He  informed  me  with  refpect  to 
the  courfe,  which  we  immediately  took,  and  on  the 
way  let  me  know,  that  we  were  within  about  three 
davs  march  of  fort  lefferfon;  that  he  and  three  others 
F 
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were  taken  by  a.  party  of  ten  Wabafh  Indians  four  days 
before,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  fort;  that  two  of 
his  companions  being  wounded,  were  immediately 
fcalped  and  killed;  that  the  party,  at  the  time  of  tak- 
ing him,  had  in  their  pofiefiion  feven  other  prifoners, 
three  of  whom  were  com  milled  to  the  charge  of  a 
party  of  four  Indians.  What  became  of  them  we  knew 
not;  the  others  being  worn  down  with  fatigue,  were 
maflacred  the  day  before,  and  which  I  found  to  be 
thofe  whofe  bodies  poor  Sackville  had  difcoyered  in 
the  thicket;  that  the  other  two  Indians  were  gone  to- 
wards the  fettlements,  having  fvvorn  to  kill  certain  per- 
fbns  whofe  names  he  had  forgotten,  and  that  deftruc- 
tion  feemed  to  be  their  whole  drift. 

My  comrade,  whofe  name  on  enquiry,  I  found  to 
be  George  Sexton,  formerly  a  refident  of  Newport, 
Rhode-Ifland,  I  found  to  be  an  excellent  woodfman, 
and  a  man  of  great  fpirit,  and  fo  grateful  for  the  deli- 
verance I  had  been  inilrumental  in  obtaining  for  him, 
that  he  would  not  fuffer  me  to  watch  for  him  to  fleep, 
but  one  hour  in  the  four  and  twenty,  although  he  was 
fo  fatigued  as  to  have  abfolute  need  of  a  much  greater 
proportion ;  neither  would  permit  me  to  carry  any  of 
our  baggage. 

From  the  time  of  being  joined  by  Sexton,  we  fleer- 
ed a  foutheafl  courfe,  as  direct  as  poffible,  until  the 
18th  towards  night,  directing  our  courfe  by  the  fun  and 
the  mofs  on  the  trees  by  day,  and  the  moon  by  night . 
on  the  evening  of  the  18th,  we  providentially  fell  in 
with  an  American  fcouting  party,  who  conducted  us 
fafely,  in  a  few  hours,  to  fort  Jefferfon,  where  we 
were  treated  with  great  humanity,  and  fupplied  with 
the  belt  refrefhments  the  fort  afforded,  which  tome 
was  very  acceptable,  as  I  had  not  tailed  any  thing  ex- 
cept wild  berries  and  ground  nuts  for  above  a  week. 

The  week  after  our  arrival  at  fort  Jefferfon,  I  was 
able  to  return  to  my  duty  in  my  own  regiment,  which 
the  latter  end  of  Augufl  joined  the  army  on  an  expe- 
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dition  againft  the  Indians  of  the  Miami  Village,  the 
.place  in  which  I  had  fuffered  fo  much,  and  fo  recently,, 
and  where  I  had  beheld  fo  many  cruelties  perpetrated 
on  unfortunate  Americans.  It  is  eafier  to  conceive 
than  defcribe  the  perturbation  of  my  mind  on  this  oc- 
cafion.  -  1  he  rifk  I  mould  run  in  common  with  my 
fellow  foldiers,  feemed  heightened  by  the  certainty  of 
torture  that  awaited  me  in  cafe  of  being  captured  by 
the  favages.  However,  thefe  reflections  only  occafioned 
a  firm  refolution  of  doing  my  duty,  vigilantly,  and  fell- 
ing my  life  in  action  as  dear  as  poffible,  but  by  no  means 
to  be  taken  alive  if  I  could  evade  it  by  any  exertion 
fhort  of  fuicide. 

My  captain  fhewed  me  every  kindnefs  in  his  power 
on  the  march,  indulged  me  with  a  horfe  as  often  as 
poffible,  and  promifed  to  Ufe  his  influence  to  obtain  a 
commiffion  for  me,  if  I  conducted  well  the  prefent  ex- 
pedition ; — poor  gentleman !  little  did  he  think  he  was 
loon  to  expire  gallantly  fighting  the  battles  of  his  coun- 
try !  Ihaften  now  to  the  molt  interefcing  part  of  my 
fhort  narrative,  the  defcription  of  general  St.  Clair's 
defeat,  and  the  fcenes  which  fucceeded  it. 

On  the  3d  of  November  we  arrived  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  Miami  Village.  Our  army  coniifted  of 
about  1200  regular  troops,  and  nearly  an  equal  num- 
ber of  militia.  The  night  of  the  3d,  having  reafon  to 
expect  an  attack,  we  were  ordered  under  arms,  about 
midnight,  and  kept  in  order  until  juft  before  day -light, 
at  which  time  our  fcouts  havtig  been  fent  out  in  va- 
rious directions,  and  no  enemy  difcovered,  we  were 
difmifTed  from  the  parade  to  take  fome  refrefhment. 
The  men  in  general,  almofl  worn  out  with  fatigue,  had 
thrown  themfelves  down  to  repofe  a  little :  but  their 
refr  was  of  fhort  duration,  for  before  funrife,  the  In-* 
dians  Began  a  defperate  attack  upon  the  militia,  which 
foon  threw  them  into  diforder,  and  forced  them  to  re- 
tire precipitately,  into  the  very  heart  of  our  camp. 

Good  God !  what  were  my  feelings,  when,  flatting 
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from  my  ft  umbers,  I  heard  the  moft  tremendous  firing 
all  around,  with  yellings,  horrid  whoopings  and  ex- 
piring groans  in  dreadful  difcord  founding  in  my  ears. 
I  feized  my  arms,  ran  out  of  my  tent  with  feveral  of 
-my  comrades,  and  faw  the  Indians  with  their  bloody 
tomahawks  and  murderous  knives  butchering  the  fly- 
ing militia.  I  fled  towards  them,  rilled  with  defpera- 
tion,  difcharged  my  firelock  among  them,  and  had  the 
iatisfaclion  to  fee  one  of  the  tawny  favages  fall,  whofe 
tomahawk  was  that  inftant  elevated  to  ftrike  a  gallant 
officer,  then  engage^  fword  in  hand  with  a  favage  in 
front.  My  example,  I  have  reafon  to  think,  ani- 
mated my  companions.  Our  own  company  now 
reached  the  place  we  occupied,  and  aided  by  the  regu- 
lars of  other  companies  and  regiments,  who  joined 
us  indifcriminately,  we  drove  the  Indians  back  into 
the  bum,  and  foon  after  formed  in,  tolerable  order, 
under  as  gallant  commanders  as  ever  died  in  defence 
of  America.  The  firing  ceafed  for  a  few  minutes,  but 
it  was  like  the  interval  of  a  tornado,  calculated  by  an 
inftantaneous,  dreadful  reverfe,  to  ftrike  the  deeper 
horror. — In  one  and  the  fame  minute  feemingly,  the 
moft  deadly  and  heavy  firing  took  place  on  every 
part  of  our  camp  ;  the  army,  expofed  to  the  fhot  of 
the  enemy,  delivered  from  the  ground,  fell  on  every 
fide,  and  drenched  the  plains  with  blood,  while  the 
difcharge  from  our  troops  directed  almoft  at  random, 
I  am  fearful  did  but  little  execution.  Orders  were 
now  given  to  charge  with  bayonets.  We  obeyed  with 
alacrity;  a  dreadful  fwarm  of  tawny  favages  rofe  from 
the  ground,  and  fled  before  us;  but  alas !  our  officers, 
rendered  confpicuous  by  their  exertions  to  ftimulate 
the  men,  became  victims  to  favage  ingenuity,  and  fell 
fo  faft  in  common  with  the  reft,  that  fcarce  a  fhot  ap- 
peared as  fpent  in  vain. — Advantages  gained  by  the 
bayonet,  were  by  this  means,  and  want  of  due  fupport, 
loft  again,  and  our  little  corps  obliged  in  turn,  repeat- 
edly to  give  way  before  the  Indians.— We  were  now 
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reduced  to  lefs  than  half  our  original  number  of  regu- 
lar troops,  and  lefs  than  a  fourth  part  of  our  officers, 
our  horfes  all  killed  or  taken,  our  artillery  men  all  cut 
off,  and  the  pieces  in  the  enemy's  hands  ;  in  this*. 
dreadful  dilemma  we  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  attempt 
a  retreat,  which  foon  became  a  flight,  and  for  feveral 
miles,  amidft  the  yells  of  Indians,  more  dreadful  to  my 
ears,  than  fcreams  of  damned  fiends  to  my  ideas,  amidft 
the  groans  of  dying  men,  and  the  dreadful  fight  .of 
bloody  mafiacres  on  every  fide,  perpetrated  by  the  In-  • 
dians  on  the  unfortunate  creatures  they  overtook,  I 
endured  a  degree  of  torture  no  tongue  can  defcribe, 
or  heart  conceive  ;  yet  I  providentially  efcaped  unhurt, 
and  frequently  difcharged  my  mufket,  I  am  perfuaded 
to  effect. 

Providence  was  pleafed  to  fufiain  my  fpirits,  and 
preferve  my  ftrength ;  and  although  I  had  been  fo  far 
ipent  previous  to  fetting  out  on  the  expedition,  as  to  be 
unable  to  go  upon  fatigue  for  feveral  days,  or  even  to 
bear  a  moderate  degree  of  exercife,  I  reached  fort 
Jefferfon  the  day  after  the  action  about  ten  in  the 
morning,  having  travelled  en  foot  all  night  to  effect  it. 

Thus  have  I  made  the  reader  acquainted  with  the 
mod  interefdng  fcenes  of  my  life;  many  of  them  are 
extraordinary,  fome  of  them  perhaps  incredible ;  but 
all  of  them  "founded  in  fact,  which  can  be  attefted  by 
numbers.  General  St.  Clair,  in  confequence  of  my 
fufferings  and  what  he  and  others  were  pleafed  to  call 
foldier-like  exertions,  prefented  me  with  an  enfign's 
commiffion,  on  joining  the  remains  of  my  old  compa- 
ny, in  which  ftation  I  mean  to  ferve  my  country  again, 
as  far  as  my  ilender  abilities  will  permit;  truiting  that 
the  fame  kind  protecting  providence,  which  hath 
covered  my  head  in  the  day  of  battle,  and  fhielded  me 
repeatedly  in  the  hour  of  danger,  will  difpofe  of  me  as 
to  infinite  wifdom  feems  belt ;  and  if  I  die  in  the  caufe 
of  my  country,  may  the  remembrance  of  my  fuffer- 
ings, efcapes,  perfeverance  through  divine  fupport,  and 
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repeated  mercies  received,  kindle  a  flame  of  heroifm 
in  the  breaft  of  many  an  American  youth,  and  induce 
him,  while  he  reads  the  fufferings  of  his  unfortunate 
countrymen,  to  exert  himfelf  to  defend  the  worthy 
inhabitants  on  the  frontiers  from  the  depredations  of 
lavages;  whole  horrid  mode  of  war  is  a  fcene  to  be 
deprecated  by  civilized  nature,  whofe  tender  mercies 
are  cruelties  and  whofe  faith  is  by  no  means  to  be  de- 
pended on,  though  pledged  in  trie  moil  folemn  trea- 
ties. 

Account  of  the  dreadful  devaflation  of  the  U^yoming  fettle* 
merits,  in  July  1778.  From  Gordon's  hijlory  of  the 
.American  war, 

SO  early  as  the  8th  of  February,  1778,  general 
Schuyler  wrote  to  congrefs — "  There  is  too  much 
reafon  to  believe,  that  an  expedition  will  be  formed 
(by  the  Indians)  againft  the  weftern  frontiers  of  this 
ftate  (New- York)  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania."  The 
next  month  he  informed  them — "  A  number  of  Mo- 
hawks, and  many  of  the  Onondagoes,  Cayugas,  and 
Senecas,  will  commence  hoitilities  againft  us  as  foon 
as  they  can ;  it  would  be  prudent  therefore  early  to 
take  meafures  to  carry  the  war  into  their  country;  it 
would  require  no  greater  body  of  troops  to  deflroy 
their  towns  than  to  protect  the  frontier  inhabitants." 
No  efFeftual  meafures  being  taken  to  reprefs  the  hoftile 
fpirit  of  the  Indians,  numbers  joined  the  tory  refugees, 
and  with  thefe  commenced  their  horrid  depredations 
and  hoftilitie?.  upon  the  back  fettlers,  being  headed  by 
colonel  Butler,  and  Brandt,  an  half  blooded  Indian,  of 
defperate  courage,  ferocious  and  cruel  beyond  exam- 
ple. Their  expeditions  were  carried  on  to  great  ad- 
vantage, by  the  exact,  knowledge  which  the  refugees 
pofTefTed  of  every  object  of  their  enterprife,  and  the 
immediate  intelligence  they  received  from  their  friends 
on  the  fpot.     The  weight  of  their  hoftilities  fell  upon 
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the  fine,  new  and  flouriming  fettlement  of  Wyoming, 
fituated  on  the  ealtern  branch  of  the  Sufquehanna,  in 
a  moft  beautiful  country  and  delightful  climate,-** 
It  was  fettled  and  cultivated  with  great  ardor  by  a 
number  of  people  from  Connecticut,  which  claimed 
the  territory  as  included  in  its  original  grant  from 
Charles  II.  The  fettlement  confined  of  eight  town- 
fhips,  each  five  miles  fquare,  beautifully  placed  on 
each  fide  of  the  river.  It  had  increafed  fo  by  a  rapid 
population,  that  the  fettlers  fent  a  thoufand  men  to 
ferve  in  the  continental  army.  To  provide  againfi!  the 
dangers  of  their  remote  fituation,  four  forts  were  con- 
structed to  cover  them  from  the  irruptions  of  the  In- 
dians. But  it  was  their  unhappinefs,  to  have  a  confi- 
derable  mixture  of  royalifts  among  them;  and  the  two 
parties  were  actuated  by  lentiments  of  the  moit  violent 
animofity,  which  was  not  confined  to  particular  fami- 
lies or  places ;  but  creeping  within  .the  roofs  and  to  the 
hearths  and  floors  where  it  was  leaf]  to  be  expected, 
ferved  equally  to  poifon  the  fourcesof  domefticfecurity 
and  happinefs,  and  to  cancel  the  laws  of  nature  and 
humanity. 

They  had  frequent  and  timely  warnings  of  the  dan- 
ger to  which  they  were  expofed  by  fending  their  beft 
men  to  fo  great  a  diftance.  Their  quiet  had  been  in- 
terrupted by  the  Indians,  joined  by  marauding  parties 
of  their  own  countrymen,  in  the  preceding  year  ;  and  it 
was  only  by  a  vigorous  oppofiticn,  in  a  courfe  of  fuc- 
cefsful  fkirmifhes,  that  they  had  been  driven  off.  Se- 
veral tories,  and  others  not  before  fufpected,  had  then 
and  fmce  abandoned  the  fettlement;  and  befide  a  per- 
fect knowledge  of  all  their  particular  circumitances,  car- 
ried along  with  them  fueh  a  flock  of  private  refentment, 
as  could  not  fail  of  directing  the  fury,  and  even  giving 
an  edge  to  the  cruelty  of  their  Indian  and  other  invete- 
rate enemies.  An  uoufuai  number  of  flrangers  had 
come  among  them  under  various  pretences,  whofe  be- 
haviour became  fo  fufpicious,  that  upon  being  taken  up 
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and  examined,  fuch  evidence  appeared  againft  feveral 
of  them,  of  their  act ing  in  concert  with  the  enemy,  on 
a  fcheme  for  the  deftrudion  of  the  fettlements^  that 
about  twenty  were  fent  off  to  Connecticut  to  be  there 
imprifoned  and  tried  for  their  lives,  while  the  remainder 
were  expelled.  Thefe  meafures  excited  the  rage  of  the 
tories  in  general  to  the  mod  extreme  degree  ;  and  the 
threats  formerly  denounced  againft  the  fettlers,  were 
now  renewed  with  aggravated  vengeance. 

As  the  time  approached  for  the  final  cataftrophe, 
the  Indians  pradifei  unufual  treachery.  For  feveral 
weeks  previous  to  the  intended  attack,  they  repeatedly 
fent  fmall  parties  to  the  fettlement,  charged  with  the 
ftrongeft  profeflions  of  friendfhip.  Thefe  parties,  be- 
fide  attempting  to  lull  the  people  in  fecurity,  anfwered 
the  purpofes  of  communicating  with  their  friends,  and 
of  obferving  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs.  The  fettlers, 
however,  were  not  infenfible  to  the  danger.  They  had 
taken  the  alarm,  and  col.  Zebulon  Butler  had  feveral 
times  written  letters  to  congrefs  and  gen.  Wafhington, 
acquainting  them  with  the  clanger  the  fettlement  was 
in,  and  requeft ing  affiftance ;  but  the  letters  were  never 
received,  having  been  intercepted  by  the  Pennfylvania 
tories.  A  little  before  the  main  attack,  fome  fmall 
parties  made  fudden  irruptions,  and  committed  feveral 
robberies  and  murders;  and,  from  ignorance  or  a  con- 
tempt of  all  ties  whatever,  maffacred  the  wife  and  five 
children  of  one  of  the  perfons  fent  for  trial  to  Connec- 
ticut, in  their  own  caufe. 

At  length,  in  the  beginning  of  July,  the  enemy  fud- 
denly  appeared  in  full  force  on  the  Sufquehanna,  head- 
ed by  col.  John  Butler,  a  Connecticut  tory,  and  couiin 
to  col.  Zeb.  Butler,  the  fecond  in  command  in  the  fet- 
tlement. He  was  affifted  by  moft  of  thofe  leaders, 
who  had  rendered  themfelves  terrible  in  the  prefent 
frontier  war.  Their  force  was  about  1600  men,  near 
a  fourth  Indians,  led  bv  their  own  chiefs:  the  others 
were  fo  difguifed  and  painted,  as  not  to  be  diftinguifhed 
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from  the  Indians,  excepting  their  officers,  who,  being 
drefled  in  regimentals,  carried  the  appearance  of  regu- 
lars. One  of  the  fmaller  forts,  garrifoned  chiefly  by 
tories,  was  given  up  or  rather  betrayed.  Another  was 
taken  by  ftorm,  and  all  but  the  women  and  children 
mafiacred  in  the  moil  inhuman  manner. 

Colonel  Zeb.   Butler,  leaving  a  fmall  number    to 
guard  fort  Wilkefborough,  crofled  the  river  with  about 
400  men,  and  marched  into  Kingfton  forf,  whither  the 
women,  children  and  defencelefs  of  all  forts  crowded 
for  protection.     He  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  enticed  by 
his  coufm  to  abandon  the  fcrtrefs.  'He  agreed  to  march 
out,  and  hold  a  conference  with  the  enemy  in  the  open 
field  (at  fo  great  a  diftance  from  the  fort,  as  to   lhut 
out  all  poffibility  of  protection  from  it)  upon  their  witm- 
drawing,  according  to  their  own  propofal,  in  order  to  the 
holding  of  a  parley  for  the  conclufion  of  a  treaty.     He 
at  the  fame  time  marched  out  about  400  men  well  arm- 
ed, being  nearly  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  garrifon,  to 
guard  his  perfon  to  the  place  of  parley,  fuch  was  his 
diftruft  of  the  enemy's  defgns.  On  his  arrival  he  found 
nobody  to  treat  with,  and  yet  advanced  toward  the  foot 
of  the  mountain,  where  at  a  diftance  he  faw  a  flag,  the 
holders  of  which,  feemingly  afraid  of  treachery  on  his 
fide,  retired  as  he  advanced  ;  whilft.  he,  endeavouring 
to  remove  this  pretended   ill-impreffion,  purfued  the 
flag,  till  his  party  was  thoroughly  encJofed,  when  he 
was   fuddenly   freed  from  his  delufion,  by  finding  it 
attacked  at  once  on  every  fide.     He  and  his  men,  not- 
withstanding the  furprife  and  danger,  fought  with  re- 
folution  and  bravery,  and  kept  up  fo  continual  and 
heavy  a  f]re  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  that  they 
feemed  to  gain  a  marked  fuperiority.     In  this  critical 
moment,  a  foldier  through  a  fuclclen  impulfe  of  fear, 
or  premeditated   treachery,    cried  out  aloud — "    the 
colonel  has  ordered  a  retreat."     The  fate  of  the  party 
was  now  at  once  determined.     In  the  ftate  of  confu- 
fion  that  enfued,  an  unrefined  flaughter  commenced, 
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while  the  enemy  broke  in  on  all  fides  without  obftruc- 
tion.  Col.  Zeb.  Butler,  and  about  feventy  of  his  men 
efcaped  j  the  fitter  got  acrofs  the  river  to  fort  Wilkefbo- 
rough,  the  colonel  made  his  way  to  fort  Kingfton ; 
which  was  invelled  the  next  day  on  the  land  fide. 
The  enemy,  to  fadden  the  drooping  Spirits  of  the  weak 
remaining  garrifon,  fent.in,  for  their  contemplation, 
the  bloody  icalps  of  a  hundred  and  ninety-fix  of  their 
kte  friends  and  comrades.  They  kept  up  a  continual 
fire  upon  the  fort  the  whole  day.  In  the  evening  the 
colonel  quitted  the  fort  and  went  down  the  river  with 
his  family.  He  is  thought  to  be  the  only  officer  that 
efcaped. 

Colonel  Nathan  Dennifon,  who  fucceeded  to  the 
command,  feeing  the  impoffiblity  of  an  effectual  de- 
fence, went  with  a  flag  to  col.  John  Butler,  to  know 
what  terms  he  would  grant  on  a  furrender  :  to  which 
application  Butler  anfvvered  with  more  than  favage 
phlegm  in  two  fhort  words— the  batcket.  Dennifon 
having  defended  the  fort,  till  moft  of  the  garrifon 
were  killed  or  difabled,  was  compelled  to  furrender  at 
difcretion.  Some  of  the  unhappy  perfons  in  the  fort 
were  carried  away  alive  ;  but  the  barbarous  con- 
querors, to  fave  the  trouble  of  murder  in  detail,  fhut 
up  the  reft  promifcuoufly  in  the  houfes  and  barracks  ; 
which  hiving  fet  en  fire,  they  enjoyed  the  favage 
pleafure  of  beholding  the  whole  confirmed  in  one  ge- 
neral blaze. 

They  then  eroded  the  river  to  the  only  remaining 
fort,  Wilkefborough,  which,  in  hopes  of  mercy,  fur- 
rendered  without  demanding  any  conditions.  They 
found  about  feventy  continental  foldiers,  who  had  been 
engaged  merely  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier?,  whom 
they  butchered  with  every  circumihmce  of  horrid 
cruelty.  The  remainder  of  the  men,  with  the  women 
and  children,  were  (hut  up  as  before  in  the  houfe ", 
which  being  fet  on  fire,  they  perifhed  altogether  in  the 
flames. 
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A  general  fcene  of  devaluation  was  now  fpread 
through  all  the  townfhips.  Fire,  fword,  and  the  other 
different  inftrumentsof  deftruclion  alternately  triumph- 
ed. The  fettlements  of  the  tories  alone  generally  efcaped, 
and  appeared  as  iflands  in  the  midft  of  the  furround- 
ing  ruin.  The  mercilefs  ravagers  having  deftroyed  the 
main  objects  of  their  cruelty,  directed  their  animofity 
to  every  part  of  living  nature  belonging  to  them  ;  mot 
and  deftroyed  fome  of  their  cattle,  and  cut  out  the 
tongues  of  others,  leaving  them  flill  alive  to  prolong 
their  agonies. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  more  fingular  circum- 
stances of  the  barbarity  praclifed  in  the  attack  upon 
Wyoming.  Capt.  Bedlock,  who  had  been  taken  pri- 
foner,  being  Gripped  naked,  had  his  body  ftuck  full  of 
fplinters  of  pine  knots,*  and  then  a  heap  of  pine  knots 
piled  around  him  ;  the  whole  was  then  fet  on  fire,  and 
his  two  companions,  capts.  Ranfon  and  Durgee,  thrown 
alive  into  the  flames  and  held  down  with  pitchforks. 
The  returned  tories,  who  had  at  different  times  aban- 
doned the  fettlement  in  order  to  join  in  thofe  favage  ex- 
peditions, were  the  moft  difiinguiihed  for  their  cruelty; 
in  this  they  refembled  the  tories  that  joined  the  Britifh. 
forces.  One  of  thefe  Wyoming  tories,  whofe  mother 
had  married  a  fecond  hufband,  butchered  with  his  own 
hands,  both  her,  his  father-in-law,  his  own  filters  and 
their  infant  children.  Another,  who  during  his  abfence 
had  fent  home  feveral  threats  againft  the  life  of  his  fa- 
ther, now  not  only  realized  them  in  perfon,  but  was 
himfelf,  with  his  own  hands,  the  exterminator  of  his 
whole  family,  mother,  brothers  and  fifters,  and  min- 
gled their  blood  in  one  common  carnage,  with  that  of 
the  ancient  hufband  and  father.  The  broken  parts 
and  fcattered  relics  of  families,  confifting  moftly  of 

*  Pine  knots  are  fo  replete  with  turpentine,  that  they  are 
fired  and  u fed  at  night  to  illuminate  the  room;  and  lighted 
fplinters  are  often  carried  about  in  the  houfes  of  the  Carolina 
planters  inftead  of  candles. 
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women  and  children,  who  had  efcaped  to  the  w< 
during  the  different  fcenes  of  this  devaluation,  fuftered 
little  lefs  than  their  friends,  who  had  perifhed  in  the 
ruin  of  their  houfes.  Difperfed  and  wandering  in  the 
forefts,  as  chance  and  fear  directed,  without  provi- 
fion  or  covering,  they  had  a  long  tract  of  country  to 
traverfe,  and  many  without  doubt  perifhed  in  the 
woods. 
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